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DEAR PARTNERS

L

jubljana Tourism is proud of
our beloved Ljubljana and its
achievements. Despite its 6000year history, it is a creative, passionate
and lively city with a youthful pulse,
where the harmonious co-existence
of tradition and modern creation is
reflected in the diverse architectural
styles, rich cultural production and
culinary arts. If we add the unique
combination of central European charm
and Mediterranean easiness, and of
course the energy of the people who live
for this city, then it will be of no surprise
that we pride ourselves on living in the
most beautiful city in the world.
In just over a decade, Ljubljana’s city
centre has been visibly renovated and
reborn. Along the embankments of
the Ljubljanica, winding romantically
through the old city centre, there are
several well-arranged promenades,
lovely green areas and reading spots,
and the streets resonate with the
pulse of café culture. We say that
Ljubljana is like an open-air living
room with an exceptionally positive
energy which its residents enjoy, and,
consequently, visitors can feel it, too,
in a very special way.
In recent years Ljubljana has
been receiving attention from the
general and business public on an
international scale due to winning
numerous prestigious titles and
rankings on various lists of the most
popular European city destinations.
Such acknowledgements are a
confirmation of our hard work, and
at the same time they justify our
commitment to try our best every day,
so that your experience, respected
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partners, and the experience of your
guests in Ljubljana, will really be the
best. Together with our partners we
are developing new offerings at this
destination, working on improving
the quality of the existing ones, and
Ljubljana Tourism is connecting all the
many experiences of the Slovenian
capital into diverse and attractive
organised and guided experiences
with local licensed guides. All of which
is designed to make the experience of
Ljubljana and its broader region more
authentic and more easily accessible.
In the A Key to Ljubljana – For Travel
Trade Professionals manual we have
collected all the key information on
Ljubljana and everything the city
has to offer and, at the same time,
we direct you to the Visit Ljubljana
web portal, the official umbrella
tourist web platform of the Slovenian
capital, for more detailed information
on the main aspects of what we
can provide. There you will also find
current, interesting and authentic
stories of Ljubljana, in which the city is
described by local writers who live in
Ljubljana and present it through their
own experiences. Find them at
www.visitljubljana.com/en/visitors/
stories.
The Ljubljana Tourism team is happy
to help you with any additional
information and support that you
may require in your work. Welcome to
Ljubljana, a city that has love woven
into its name. A city with a big heart,
with which you simply fall in love.
Petra Stušek and her team
at Ljubljana Tourism
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Why Lju b lja na?

Why Ljubljana
is beloved?
Ljubljana is a city which in recent years has regularly been listed among
the most interesting European destinations and has won several prestigious
awards. It has a romantic soul, a fairytale image, it is extremely lively and active,
and it has a green heart.
1. Ljubljana is beloved*

3. Ljubljana is Europe in miniature

Ljubljana is the capital of a country that has love in its name.
Its character is distinguished by a well-preserved historical
heritage and a youthful energy. Life is relaxed here. People
still take time to sit in the outdoor cafés and admire the
views. Just imagine the picturesque scene of the ancient
castle reigning on the hill above Ljubljana, the city’s symbolic
dragons, and the stories that intertwine on its streets. It
is a beloved* city, with which you simply fall in love.

The city is situated at the dynamic crossroads of the Germanic,
Romance and Slavic worlds. It connects the prehistory of pile
dwellers with 2000-year-old Emona, the medieval core below the
Castle Hill with rich Baroque façades, the beauties of Art Nouveau
with the creations of Jože Plečnik, an important architect and
urbanist of Europe. The mosaic is completed by the picturesque
bridges and green embankments of the Ljubljanica River.

* If you say the word “ljubljena (beloved)” in Slovenian, it
sounds the same as Ljubljana – for those who really get to
know Ljubljana, both words have the same meaning.

The city is distinguished by the harmonious co-existence of tradition
and a modern pulse – it is a lively centre of creativity, where culture
is basically the way of life. As the Slovenian cultural capital, Ljubljana
has a diverse architecture and a rich heritage, but at the same time
it is modern and creative, as well as avant-garde and provocative.
Every year, Ljubljana hosts over 14,000 cultural events, including
prestigious music, theatre and art events, and alternative events.

2. Ljubljana is a city built on a human scale
Both its residents and numerous visitors perceive Ljubljana
as a city built on an accessible, human scale. Despite the
fact that it ranks among the mid-sized European cities,
it has preserved its small-town friendliness and, at the
same time, it has everything that all large capitals have.
It is a unique city, dotted with picturesque and pleasant
spots where you can experience numerous nice little
surprises. In the winter its dreamy central European
character prevails, while the summer brings
out its relaxed Mediterranean feel.

4. Ljubljana is a city of culture

5. Ljubljana is a city with a green soul
Ljubljana combines vast and excellently preserved green spaces
with an advanced strategy of sustainable development. It is the
proud recipient of the European Green Capital 2016 title and
winner of the Tourism for Tomorrow 2015 award in the category
of destinations, an accolade presented by the WTTC (World
Travel and Tourism Council). It is a green city, which loves green.

6. Ljubljana is a compact and manageable city
When visitors arrive in the city, they can simply relax. All the
main city sights are accessible on foot. Transfers are not needed,
because most of the hotels are situated in the city centre or close
to it, within walking distance. The city centre, closed to motor
traffic, flows into a picturesque historical core, which seems
like a comfortable living room along the river embankments.

7. Ljubljana is a safe city with a high quality of life
The results of the European statistical office Eurostat survey
regarding the satisfaction with the quality of life in European
cities (for 2017) showed that as many as 92% of the residents
of Ljubljana are satisfied with the quality of life in Ljubljana.
This feeling of safety contributes to the quality of life, which
is also important for foreign visitors - the safety index
compiled by Numbeo ranks Slovenia at a high 7th place
among 28 European countries or in 10th place among
56 countries worldwide. According to the crime index,
Ljubljana is at the bottom of the chart, in 96th place among 115.

8. Ljubljana is full of selected flavours
The influences of different culinary worlds have always
intermingled in this area - from Mediterranean, Alpine, and

Pannonian cuisines, to Balkan and some international cuisines,
but Ljubljana has managed to preserve its unique culinary
heritage. The typical Ljubljana dishes are marked as Taste
Ljubljana on the menus. The Ljubljana Quality mark, received
only by the best restaurants and shops, can also be of
help when choosing the finest culinary experiences.

9. Ljubljana is a “white” city in a green embrace
Several attractions in the Central Slovenia region are easily
accessible from Ljubljana. 25 municipalities, 25 locations, offering
easily accessible and organised experiences, are situated around
Ljubljana like a green embrace. An intertwining of the urban
Ljubljana and the unspoiled countryside of the surrounding areas.

10. Ljubljana is a city for discovering Slovenia
Based in Ljubljana, you can experience many of the varied
and beautiful places to be found in Slovenia – the only
European country combining the Alps, the Mediterranean,
Karst, and the Pannonian Basin – in just one day. In the very
heart of Slovenia, connecting these diverse geographic
landscapes, stands Ljubljana. As the distances in Slovenia
are small, Ljubljana presents an excellent starting point for
exploring the diverse wonders of this beautiful country.

Relax and enjoy

is the motto of our city.

Lju b lja na Tou rism
Ljubljana Tourism brings together a team of people who
love Ljubljana and think green. Together with our friendly
dragon mascot, we love to walk and cycle around the city.

www.visitljubljana.com

Your professional
destination
contact
Ljubljana Tourism is the prime source of neutral and qualified information
on the tourism offer and services in the greater Ljubljana area.
Ljubljana Tourism, established in 2001
by the Municipality of Ljubljana, is
the official Destination Management
Organisation encompassing the territory
of the capital and its wider area (the
region of Central Slovenia). It is the
prime source of neutral and qualified
information on the tourism offer and
services in the greater Ljubljana area.
Ljubljana Tourism’s tasks include
investment in tourism infrastructure,
operation of guided city tours, tourist
guide training, event management,
publication of tourist brochures and
leaflets, presentation of Ljubljana and
its region at tourism trade fairs and other
marketing events, and the maintenance
of the Visit Ljubljana tourism website,
the official guide to Ljubljana and
Central Slovenia. Tourism Ljubljana
also runs the city’s Tourist Information
Centres (more on page 66) and
Ljubljana Tourism Convention Bureau.

Ljubljana Tourism
Krekov trg 10
SI - 1000 Ljubljana
Slovenia
+386 1 306 45 83
info@visitljubljana.si
www.visitljubljana.com

Do not hesitate to contact us for any necessary assistance, as we will be most
pleased to present you all the qualities Ljubljana has as a leisure travel and
convention destination:
M.Sc. Petra Stušek
Managing Director
+386 1 306 45 83
petra.stusek@visitljubljana.si

Danijel Omerzel
Services Sales Specialist
+386 1 306 46 97
danijel.omerzel@visitljubljana.si

Špela Paternoster
Head of Promotion and Marketing
+386 1 306 45 57
spela.paternoster@visitljubljana.si

Alenka Štular
Guide Service Coordinator
+386 1 306 12 30
alenka.stular@visitljubljana.si

Janja Romih Kulenović
Sales Promotion Manager
+386 1 306 45 78
janja.romih@visitljubljana.si

Simona Flego
Incoming Specialist
+386 1 306 41 44
simona.flego@visitljubljana.si

Verica Leskovar
Trade Shows and Exhibitions Manager
+386 1 306 45 89
verica.leskovar@visitljubljana.si

There is also a manual for meeting
planners available (A Key to Ljubljana –
For Meeting Planners)
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Te stim on ia ls

Ljubljana leaves
a lasting impression
A beloved city, the country's capital has love at the heart of its name. Ljubljana boasts a
romantic soul and a fairy-tale image that endear it to the visitor in a very special way, offering a
beguiling blend of Central European and Mediterranean atmosphere.
“One of the leading German business magazines – Der Spiegel
– once wrote: Ljubljana is Slovenia’s timid lover. Those who want
to get to know Slovenia must visit this city. The small metropolis
of Ljubljana is green, full of life and, in a most sympathetic
way, unaffected. I’m quite sure that many clients look for these
characteristics when seeking a very different event. This town
is perfect for concepts combining the past and future in one
destination. And I was amazed at how friendly and welcoming the
people of Ljubljana are – all treating me in a manner befitting the
perfect hosts. I truly believe that Ljubljana has huge potential for
holding great events.”
Colja M. Dams, Vok Dams, Germany
“I did enjoy my stay in the town and would rate it very highly - such
romantic illuminations in the town, the streets not crowded as in the
other capitals and such a lovely seasonal flair. It seems still a kind
of secret and hopefully it will not get overrun in due course like so
many other capitals around Xmas time. I was lucky so see the Nicolo
arrive on 5th of December and the cute angels and devils with him.”
Barbara Walton, journalist, Austria
“Ljubljana, that central European dark horse and beating heart
of Slovenia, is our pick for Christmas sorties this festive season.
Bisected by the sleepy Ljubljanica River, the leafy capital is home
to 280000 souls, and an intriguing medley of architecture: Joze
Plecnik’s classically inspired monuments, the baroque old town
and Edvard Ravnikar´s brutalist behemoths. Its retail scene is
also suitably alluring: wander its centuries-old cobbled lanes
and discover toy shops, letterpress studios, florists and galleries
stocking presents by the stocking full.”
Jamie Waters, Monocle magazine
“Ljubljana is thriving with green tourist attractions, beautiful
parks, environmental awareness campaigns and even received
the Tourism for Tomorrow award in 2015. Within seven years,

Ljubljana has created the largest sustainable impact within the
shortest period of time.”
Traveldudes.org
“Ljubljana is a place with a rich history and is totally worth
exploring. However, alternative travel is something new, something
unique and something that isn’t always offered in every city across
the world. Ljubljana has a rich history and an amazing future in
alternative travel. There’s so much to see and do for people of all
ages around the city and every day there’s a new alternative trend
popping up where you’d least expect it. Think cat cafes, bars under
bridges and graffiti paradise. In the city of Ljubljana, there are new
alternative spots popping up in every corner.”
Jenna Jenkins for Traveldudes
“Ljubljana is one of those surprising European cities — a place you
might not have heard much about, but upon visiting, is this secret
little gem. I found the city so special, so unique and so surprising,
I even went so far as to compare it to arguably the world’s most
‘hipster’ city: Berlin. With Ljubljana’s charming city centre, its
alternative scene and its many cafes, bars and restaurants, there’s
little doubt in my mind: Ljubljana is cool. Add in the fact that it’s
a bit more difficult than other cities to reach and you’ve suddenly
got all the makings for a cool, hipster city in Europe.”
Adam, Travels of Adam
“This pretty capital turns out to be one of Europe’s lucky cities. It
has escaped any major war damage over the past 100 years. Even
the token ‘ten-day war’ –when Slovenia declared independence
from Yugoslavia in 1991 – left no scars. Visitors will find a
charmingly intact historic city centre, with old streets lined by
baroque and art nouveau buildings either side of a graceful river,
and a landmark hill topped by an old castle. It’s a beautiful, clean
city that’s a pleasure to walk around.”
Simon Heptinstal for Daily Mail

www.visitljubljana.com
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Map of Ljubljana city centre
Sights &
Institutions
1 Ljubljana Castle 2
Franciscan Church 3 Triple
Bridge 4 Prešernov trg square
5 Town Hall 6 Central Market
7 Cathedral (Church of St.
Nicholas) 8 Dragon Bridge 9
Butchers’ Bridge 10 Kongresni
trg square 11 Cobblers’ Bridge
12 Skyscraper 13 Križanke
Summer Theatre 14 Ursuline
church of the Holy Trinity 15
Church of St. James 16 Trg
republike Square 17 Parliament
18 Miklošičeva ulica Street (Art
Nouveau) 20 Archaelogical
parks 22 Ljubljana Exhibition
and Convention Centre 23
National and University Library
24 Slovenian Philharmonic 25
Slovene Academy of Science and
Art 26 University of Ljubljana
27 Cankarjev dom, Cultural and
Congress Centre
Museums &
Galleries
1 City Museum of Ljubljana MGML 2 City Art Gallery 3
Jakopič Gallery 6 National
Museum of Slovenia 7 National
Gallery 8 Museum of Modern
Art 12 Slovene Ethnographic
Museum 20 Slovenian Museum
of Natural History
Hotels:
1 Lev Hotel 4* 2 Grand Hotel
Union 4* 3 Grand Hotel Union
Business 4* 4 Best Western
Premier Hotel Slon 4* 5 Central
Hotel 4* 6 Hotel Galleria 4* 7
Antiq Palace Hotel & Spa 4* 8
Allegro Hotel 4* 9 Lesar Hotel
Angel 4* 10 Vander Hotel 4* 11
Austria Trend Hotel Ljubljana 4*
12 Hotel Cubo 4* 13 Plaza Hotel
Ljubljana 4* 14 Four Points by
Sheraton Ljubljana Mons 4* 15
City Hotel Ljubljana 3* 16 Hotel
Park Ljubljana 3* 17 M Hotel 4*
18 Hotel Mrak 3* 19 Adora Hotel
3* 20 Ljubljana Resort 3* 23
Emonec Hotel 2* 44 Penzion Pod
Lipo 52 Hotel Center 3* 58 Hotel
Meksiko 3* 59 Hotel Nox 4* 65
Hotel Intercontinental 5*

Tourist information
Poste office Main bus station
Train Station
Polyclinic Pharmacy
Cycling station
Swimming pool
Parking
Parking garage
Underground parking
Public toilets
Public toilets for the disabled

Cinema Theater
Archaeological site
Gas station
Monument
Playground

Hostels:
25 Tresor Hostel 26 Ad Hoc
Hostel 27 Hostel Celica 28
H20stel 29 Hostel Vila Veselova
31 Zeppelin Hostel 32 Fluxus
Hostel 60 Hostel 24 61 Hostel
Dragondoss 62 Ana Hostel 64
Apartmaji Kollman
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N u m be r s & f ig u re s

Slovenia &
Ljubljana
Slovenia in short
Population: 2,055,000
Position: Slovenia is a Central European
country
Area: 20,273 km2
Government: Slovenia is a democratic
republic founded on the principle
of the separation of powers into
legislative, executive and judicial power
Capital city: Ljubljana
Other major cities: Maribor, Kranj, Celje,
Koper, Novo mesto, Velenje, Murska
Sobota
International affiliations: Slovenia has
been a member of the European Union
since 1 May 2004 and a member of
NATO since 7 April 2004; it is also a
member of many other international
organisations
The Global Peace Report: Slovenia is,
as of 2017, ranked as the 14th safest
country in the world
Global Terrorism Index: Slovenia “zero
impact of terrorism”; Ljubljana ranks
335 out of 378 cities in the world
(Numbeo Index, 2017)
Climate: Alpine, Pannonian, Mediterranean
Time: Central European Time GMT + 1, in
summer GMT + 2

Average temperatures: July 21°C, January
0°C
Administrative division: 12 statistical
regions, 58 administrative units, 212
municipalities
Official language: Slovenian, also
Hungarian and Italian in their
respective ethnically mixed areas
Religion: The majority of the population
is Roman Catholic; Slovenia also has
40 other officially registered religious
communities
Currency: euro (EUR), valid since 1
January 2007
GDP per capita: EUR 19,262 (2016)
Registered unemployment rate: 10.8%
(2016)
Average age: 41.4 years
Life expectancy: men 73 years, women
81 years
Average number of children born per
woman: 1.2
Universities: Ljubljana, Maribor and
Primorska
Length of borders: 330 km with Austria,
280 km with Italy, 102 km with Hungary
and 670 km with Croatia; in total
1,382 km

Length of coastline: 46.6 km
Highest peak: Triglav, 2,864 m
Longest tourist karst cave: Postojna Cave,
24 km
Largest surface area natural lake: Lake
Cerknica (intermittent), 26 km2
Largest protected area: Triglav National
Park, 83,982 ha
Geometric centre of Slovenia: Vače
(GEOSS)
UNESCO World Heritage List in Slovenia:
Škocjan Caves with their subterranean
canyon, Idrija with the once worldrenowned mercury mine, and the
Ljubljana Marshes with the heritage of
an ancient pile-dweller culture
Slovenian EDEN (European Destinations
of Excellence) destinations: Soča
Valley (2008), Solčavsko (2009), Kolpa
River (2010), Idrija (2011), Laško (2013),
Brda (2015)
Average height above sea level: 556.8 m
Number of tourist overnight stays:
12,592,000 (2017)
Number of tourists: 4,948,000
Number of tourist beds: 135,000

www.visitljubljana.com

Ljubljana in numbers
1.548.487 Tourist overnight stays (2017)
288,179 Residents (2016)
137,280 Length of the City of Ljubljana
boundary (in m)
60,000 Students at the University of
Ljubljana
14,000 Number of events per year
11.469
Tourist beds (2017)
1,850
Average annual rainfall (in mm)
542
The per capita green space
provision (in m2)
298
Metres above sea level

275
117
72
68
42
37
30
26
20
15

Square kilometres (surface area)
Mayors since 1504
Diplomatic missions
Bridges
Area (in %) of the Municipality of
Ljubljana covered by forests
Galleries
Fountains
Member institutions of the
University
Dragons on the Dragon Bridge
Museums

20.8
Average July temperature (°C)
12.6
Average annual temperature (°C)
5.4
Average January temperature (°C)
9
Theatre groups
4
Nature parks
3
Symphony orchestras
2
Rivers
01
Telephone code
More interesting information can be
found on the website of the Statistical
Office of the Republic of Slovenia:
www.stat.si
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Get ting to Lju b lja na

Ljubljana is in
the heart of
Europe
Ljubljana lies halfway between Vienna and Venice, at the crossroads of different geographical
regions. Its location within a convenient two-hour flight from almost
all major European airports makes it an easily accessible destination.
By airplane
Jože Pučnik Ljubljana Airport
All flights to and from Ljubljana are operated through the Jože
Pučnik Ljubljana Airport, which is located at 25 km north from
the city centre. The current non-stop connections comprise
around 200 weekly scheduled flights to 22, mostly European,
destinations, which are operated by the following regular and
low-cost airlines: Adria Airways (the Airline of Slovenia), Aeroflot,
AirSerbia, Air France, Montenegro Airlines, EasyJet, Lot Polish
Airlines, Turkish Airlines, Wizz Air, Finnair and Transavia.
The airport facilities include: two restaurants, information and
meeting points, a bank and a post office, two conference rooms,
the business lounge, two souvenir shops, a Duty Free shop,
tourist information desk, medical service, and several bars and
cafés. Check information on all scheduled flights available.
www.lju-airport.si
Adria Airways, The Airline of Slovenia
Adria Airways, Slovenia’s national carrier and a Star Alliance
member, has over 50 years of experience in charter and
scheduled flights. It operates approximately 160 direct
scheduled flights per week from Ljubljana to more than 20
destinations, mainly in Europe. Adria has representative offices
located in 16 European countries. Adria operates about 65% of
all inbound and outbound flights from Ljubljana.
In addition to its scheduled services, Adria Airways offers
charter flights from Ljubljana and other airports to sports
teams, tour operators, corporate customers and other carriers.
www.adria.si
From Ljubljana Airport to the city of Ljubljana connections
Good public transport connections to Ljubljana and nearby
towns are provided from Ljubljana Airport. Numerous rent-a-car,
taxi and shuttle services are available. For contact numbers and
all options check www.lju-airport.si. Any location in Ljubljana

is easily accessible from Ljubljana Airport and all international
neighbouring airports with GoOpti buses and shuttles.
www.goopti.com
You can aslo check MNJ shuttle, www.mnj.si, Markun shuttle,
www.prevozi-markun.com or ZUP prevozi, www.zup-prevozi.eu.
Distances from the neighbouring airports to Ljubljana by road:
• Graz Airport, Austria: 187 km
• Klagenfurt Airport, Austria: 85 km
• Zagreb Airport, Croatia: 140 km
• Trieste Airport, Italy: 130 km
• Venice Airport, Italy: 230 km
Helsinki

Copenhagen

Moscow

Manchester
London

Amsterdam

Brussels
Paris

Frankfurt
Munich

Zürich

Klagenfurt
Trieste
Venice

Warsaw

Kiev

Prague
Vienna
Graz
Zagreb

Sarajevo
Podgorica
Tirana

Belgrade
Priština
Skopje

Istanbul

Athens

Tel Aviv

Network of scheduled flights from/to Ljubljana Airport. The neighbouring
airports to Ljubljana providing additional flights alternatives are marked in red.

www.visitljubljana.com
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By car

Moving around

Slovenia’s road network has been
modernised over the past decade so
as to provide an efficient road system,
improve road safety, and ensure wider
European integration. The construction
of the motorway hub is completed and
the access from the border crossings
with Italy, Austria and Hungary towards
Ljubljana is swift. Motorways are
complemented by a good network
of main roads and regional roads.

The public city bus network makes it easy
to travel within the city. An Urbana smart
card has to be purchased before using
public transport (available from LPP
ticket offices, tourist information centres
and most of the city’s newspaper kiosks,
news-stands and post offices). A single
journey fare covers a journey of up to 90
minutes, regardless of the number of bus
changes needed to reach the destination.
www.lpp.si

By rail

Holders of the Ljubljana Card are
entitled to use the city bus network
free of charge.

Modern comfortable trains serve the
capital as well as almost every important
tourist destination in Slovenia. Railway
travel is convenient and inexpensive.
There are regular train connections to
several countries around Europe. For more
information about international and local
train timetables and the museum train
please visit the Slovenian Railways web site.
www.slo-zeleznice.si

By bus
It is also convenient to travel by bus to
reach other localities around the country.
The Ljubljana Bus Station has regular
services to all Slovenia’s neighbouring
countries and the most popular tourist
destinations within the country (Bled and
Bohinj, Postojna Cave, the coastal towns
of Portorož and Piran). The city public
transportation network is complemented
by more than 30 suburban buses, which
link Ljubljana to its close surroundings.
www.ap-ljubljana.si

Visa Information
Foreign citizens can enter Slovenia with
a valid passport and a visa or residence
permit, unless otherwise stipulated by law
or international agreement. Slovenia has
been a part of the Schengen zone since
2007. EU/EEA citizens do not need a
passport to enter Slovenia, only a valid
identity card. Any foreign citizen who in
accordance with the law does not need
a permit to enter the country may stay
in the Republic of Slovenia for not more
than 90 days in a period of six months.
More information on how to obtain a
visa are available at the official website
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the
Republic of Slovenia. www.mzz.gov.si

The BicikeLJ public bicycle system
is available across the wider Ljubljana
city centre. Bicycles can be hired
practically for free.
www.bicikelj.si
Urban electric train
A unique and environment friendly
train called Urban will take you on an
attractive circular tourist trail, which
connects the main city attractions.
Audio guide in English, German, Italian,
Croatian, French, Spanish, Russian,
Portugese, Chinese and Slovene.
Ljubljana also has a well-organised taxi
service. There are various fixed
taxi rank locations in the city, but the
taxi fare is cheaper if you order a taxi by
phone.
www.visitljubljana.com
(Explore Ljubljana & Region)
From
Villach (A)
Klagenfurt (A)
Graz (A)
Trieste (I)
Zagreb (Hr)
Budapest (H)
Distances
Amsterdam
Budapest
Belgrade
Berlin
Brussels
Frankfurt
London
Madrid
Milan
Moscow
Munich
Paris
Prague
Rome
Stockholm
Venice
Vienna
Zagreb
Zürich

E 651
E 652/E 61
E 57/E 59
E 61/E 70
E 70
E 57/E 71
1,230 km
570 km
540 km
995 km
1,180 km
800 km
1,490 km
2,040 km
500 km
2,290 km
400 km
1,250 km
650 km
750 km
2,080 km
245 km
375 km
135 km
710 km
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Lju b lja na’s h istor y

In the midst
of turbulent
historical events
Ljubljana’s character is mainly due to a unique and felicitous mixture of two
very different but complementary features: on the one hand, the city is famed
for its historical heritage and tradition, but on the other, it is a relatively young
city with a modern lifestyle.
The history of the earliest population
on the territory of Ljubljana goes back
6,000 years. Emona - a Roman colony
dating from 14 A.D. is considered as the
foundation for today’s city. Medieval
Ljubljana developed under the shelter of

Castle Hill, spreading alongside the banks
of the Ljubljanica River in the area which
we call the Old Town today. The historic
growth of Ljubljana can be traced
through the still preserved elements
of medieval, Baroque, Art Nouveau

and modern architecture. The ultimate
touch was bestowed on his native city
by Jože Plečnik, who designed unique
architectural projects and landmarks, and
reshaped the urban tissue of Ljubljana by
connecting all these styles.

The legend of the origin of Ljubljana
Legend has it that Ljubljana was founded by the mythological Greek hero Jason and his companions, the Argonauts,
who had stolen the Golden Fleece from King Aetes and fled from him across the Black Sea and up the Danube, Sava
and Ljubljanica rivers.
At a large lake in the marshes near the source of the Ljubljanica they stopped and disassembled their ship so they could
carry it to the Adriatic Sea, put it together again, and return to Greece. The lake was the dwelling place of a monster, which
Jason fought, defeated and killed. The monster, now referred to as the Ljubljana Dragon, found its place atop the castle
tower depicted on the Ljubljana coat of arms.

www.visitljubljana.com

2000 BC: The earliest lake
dwellings appear at the
Ljubljana Marshes.
1200 BC: A new people,
the bearers of the Urnfield
culture, arrive from the east.
1000-700 BC: Illyrian and
Veneti tribes settle the area.
400 BC: Celtic tribes arrive.
50 BC: A Roman military
stronghold is built in the area.
14 AD: The Roman city of
Emona (Iulia Aemona) begins
to be constructed in the
south:: western part of the
present Ljubljana.
600: The Slavs arrive and
Emona falls into ruin.
800: The area comes under
the rule of the Franks.
1112-1125: Ljubljana is first
mentioned in written records.
1200: City rights are granted
to Ljubljana, called Laibach
at the time.
1243: Ljubljana is first
mentioned as a city.
1270: The Czech king Premysl
Otakar II conquers Ljubljana.
1278: Following the fall
of King Premysl Otakar II,
Ljubljana passes under the
Hapsburg rule.

1335: Ljubljana becomes
the capital of the Duchy
of Carniola under direct
Hapsburg rule.
1415: A Turkish invasion
is successfully repelled.
1442: Ulrich II of Celje
attacks Ljubljana using
missile throwing machines.
1461: The Ljubljana Diocese
is founded and the Church
of St. Nicholas becomes
a cathedral.
1504: The first mayor
of Ljubljana is elected.
1511: The city is struck
by a devastating earthquake
for the first time.
1536: Protestants found
a professional Latin school
ranking as a gymnasium
(prep school).
1597: Jesuits arrive in
Ljubljana and, two years
later, establish their own
gymnasium.
1693: The Academia
Operosorum is founded
as a society of eminent
scholars from around the
Duchy of Carniola.
1701: The Academia
Philharmonicorum musical

society is established.
1754: Ljubljana has a
population of 9,300.
1773-1781: The Gruberjev
prekop channel and Gruber
Palace are built.
1797: The first Slovenian
newspaper begins to be
published.
1809-1813: Ljubljana is
the capital of the Illyrian
Provinces.
1821: A Congress of the Holy
Alliance is held in Ljubljana.
1849: The construction of a
railway connecting Ljubljana
to Vienna is completed.
1857: Ljubljana is connected
by railway to Trieste.
1861: Gas street lighting is
introduced.
1890: The city’s water supply
system is completed.
1895: Following a devastating
earthquake, Ljubljana
assumes a more modern
appearance.
1898: Electric street lighting
is introduced.
1901: Trams begin to run
through the streets of
Ljubljana.
1918: The Kingdom of

Serbs, Croats and Slovenians
is established.
1919: The University
of Ljubljana is founded.
1941: The Italian army
occupies Ljubljana.
1942: The city is surrounded
by a barbed wire fence.
1943: Ljubljana is occupied
by the Germans.
1945: The liberated Ljubljana
becomes the capital of the
People’s Republic of Slovenia
as part of the Federative
People’s Republic of
Yugoslavia.
1958: The first TV channel
begins broadcasting regularly.
1991: Ljubljana celebrates
the declaration of Slovenian
independence.
2002: The world’s oldest
wooden wheel was found
(approx. 3350–3100 BC)
2004: Slovenia joins the
European Union.
2008: Slovenia holds the
European Union’s presidency.
2010: World Book Capital
2016: European Green Capital
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Ple č n ik ’s Lju b lja na

Plečnik’s
Ljubljana

www.visitljubljana.com

The famous architect Jože Plečnik (1872-1957) tried
to model Ljubljana on ancient Athens. The multitude of his
creations in the city, referred to as a whole as “Plečnik’s
Ljubljana”, is considered to be one of the
20th century’s most important total works of art.
The unique oeuvre of the architect
Jože Plečnik
Plečnik left a lasting mark on three central
European cities: Vienna, Prague and
Ljubljana. According to Friedrich Achleitner,
a renowned art critic from Vienna, Plečnik
with his singular style may come to be
considered an architect of the future.

A distinguished career in Vienna
and Prague

In Vienna, where he studied under
professor Otto Wagner, Plečnik designed
a number of pioneering works of modern
architecture. In Prague he undertook,
among other things, the renovation of
Prague Castle for use as the presidential
residence and the re-landscaping of the
castle gardens.

Ljubljana as a total work of art
Upon returning to Ljubljana in 1921, Plečnik
accepted the post of professor at the
newly established University of Ljubljana
and focused all his creative energies on
redesigning the city. Ljubljana at that
time was undergoing an infrastructural
transformation and Plečnik could start
realising his vision of a capital city. He tried
to use modern approaches while modelling
the city on ancient Athens. With over
a hundred bridges, buildings, streets,
fountains and statues he designed until the
late 1950’s, Plečnik made a stronger impact
on one single city than any other architect.
The so called Plečnik’s Ljubljana, a unique
example of urban planning, is considered

to be one of the 20th century’s most
important total works of art.

Jože Plečnik’s best known works
Plečnik redesigned Ljubljana with
consideration to the city’s water and
land axes. He undertook the designing of
several of Ljubljana’s key buildings and the
renovation of numerous existing ones.
Plečnik’s best known works include the
National and University Library building;
the Ljubljanica River embankments and
bridges, the most notable among the latter
being the Triple Bridge and the Cobblers’
Bridge; the Central Market; the Križanke
Summer Theatre; the Bežigrad Stadium;
the funeral home at the Žale cemetery; and
the Church of St. Michael in the Marshes.
Plečnik also put his own distinctive
stamp on Ljubljana’s surrounding areas,
where a number of buildings, monuments
and churches were renovated in his
signature style.

Lasting impression
Today his works continue to inspire
the creativity of world-renowned thinkers
and artists, such as the philosopher
Slavoj Žižek, the interdisciplinary artist
Marjetica Potrč and the physicist and
poet Andrej Detela. Paulo Coelho was
inspired to set his novel Veronica Decides
to Die in Ljubljana and the Venezuelan
author Eduardo Sánchez Rugeles titled
one of his latest books Ljubljana.

Plečnik Year of 2017
In 2017, Ljubljana marked the
145th anniversary of the birth and
60th anniversary of the death of the
architect Jože Plečnik. Within the
course of these activities, Ljubljana
Tourism has expanded a guided
Walking Tour of Plečnik’s Ljubljana,
which in three hours takes the visitors
on a route which the master himself
walked countless times, and they
prepared a guided Cycling Tour of
Plečnik’s Ljubljana, which presents
Plečnik’s opus outside Ljubljana’s city
centre on a pleasant cycling tour.
www.visitljubljana.com
(Tours and Trips)
Plečnik House
Enter the house where Jože Plečnik
lived and created from 1921 to his
death in 1957. This is the place
where the idea of Plečnik’s Ljubljana
came to life. The house displays the
architect’s home with all original
interior and exterior equipment
and a permanent museum exhibition.
Karunova Street, Trnovo. Open
Tuesday to Sunday 10:00-18:00.
Closed on some public holidays.
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Top city sig hts

Timeless
city gems
Ljubljana is a picturesque city boasting
a wealth of attractions. This short guide
includes the most important ones – those
that you simply cannot afford to miss.

Ljubljana Castle
The Ljubljana Castle has been a distinctive symbol of the city for as many as
900 years. At first it was a fort, then the seat of the regional governor, later on a
barracks and even a prison, and today it is the main city attraction and a stunning
cultural landmark with a rich content. The construction of the present-day castle
began in the 12th century, during the dominion of the Spanheim Carinthian Dukes.
In 1335 the castle, which was the centre of the Carniolan province for many
years, became the hereditary property of the Hapsburgs. It acquired its present
silhouette through several successive reconstructions between the 2nd half of the
15th century and the 17th century. The castle’s Viewing Tower (1848) and ramparts
offer the most beautiful views of the city. The castle features the Slovenian History
museum exhibition, the Museum of Puppetry and several historically significant
premises, including the Chapel of St. George, the Penitentiary, and the Virtual
Castle video presentation room. It houses two restaurants (Gostilna na Gradu and
Strelec) and serves as a venue for cultural events, family entertainment, dance
evenings, and summer open-air cinema screenings known as the Film under the
Stars. The castle can be easily accessed by funicular.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Ljubljana’s Old Town
The old city centre or Ljubljana’s Old Town is comprised of the area between the
castle hill and the Ljubljanica River; from the Central Market to the Gornji trg square
and from the Trg francoske revolucije square with Križanke complex to the Židovska
ulica street, there are picturesque squares, narrow paved streets, fountains and
interesting façades of different architectural styles, which inspire each and every
visitor with their stories. Three medieval squares – from the Stari trg square, across
the Novi trg square and down to the Mestni trg square, embrace the foot of the castle
hill and flow one into another. They have preserved their typical Gothic, wreathed
design. Most of the houses along the squares are Baroque and only some, with their
axes at right angles to the street, have retained their medieval layout.

Prešernov trg square
The square is named after the greatest Slovenian poet, France Prešeren (1800-1849).
His poetry is a symbol of longing for love and freedom, which is why one of his
poems, Zdravljica/A Toast, became the national anthem. For the locals, the Prešernov
trg square is the heart of the city, a meeting place where they celebrate cultural
events and public holidays. The monument to Prešeren was unveiled in 1905 and is the
work of architect Maks Fabiani and sculptor Ivan Zajc. The ornamented façade of the
Franciscan Church, built between 1646 and 1660, dominates the square, based on the
Italian model. Its great altar dates from 1736 and is the work of the sculptor Francesco
Robba. The Triple Bridge, a special architectural feature of Ljubljana, is made up of
the old stone bridge from 1842 and two more bridges which architect Jože Plečnik
added in 1931, thus providing an elegant entrance into the Old Town of Ljubljana.

Ljubljanica river
Another icon indelibly marks Ljubljana – the Ljubljanica river. As it is a sinking river
and appears under different names on the surface, people started to call it the “river
of seven names”. It presented the main trade and supply route from Roman times
until the establishment of the railway in the mid-19th century. Due to its extraordinary
archaeological, historical and cultural-historical features, it has been declared a
cultural monument of national importance from its springs to the Špica area. With its
green embankments, arranged promenades and diverse bridges, it winds through the
old part of Ljubljana and gives it a distinctive character.

Central Market – Plečnik’s covered market
Ljubljana’s Central Market is more than just a place to shop. Traditionally, it has also
been a place for the locals to meet and enjoy themselves together. The Central Market
consists of an open-air market, located in the Vodnikov trg and Pogačarjev trg squares,
a covered market situated between the two squares, and a series of small food shops
along the river Ljubljanica, which are referred to as ‘Plečnik’s Covered Market’ as they
are located in a colonnade designed by Ljubljana’s famous architect Jože Plečnik.

The Cathedral – Church of St. Nicholas
The Ljubljana church, which boatmen and fishermen dedicated to their patron St Nicholas,
probably stood on the site of the present cathedral as early as the 13th century. The
cathedral, with frescoes by Giulio Quaglio and built to the plans of the Roman Jesuit
Andrea Pozzo, was erected between 1701 and 1708. The cupola was added later. To the
right of the main entrance is a Gothic capital with a head of Christ on the external wall and,
beside it, a mid-15th century Gothic Pietà, one of the rare works of art preserved from the
previous, old Gothic church. Two stunning bronze doors were added in 1996 in honour of
the Pope’s visit to Ljubljana. The (main) west door facing the Bishop’s Palace recounts the
history of 1250 years of Christianity in Slovenia. The six bishops on the south door fronting
the Ciril-Metodov trg square depict the history of the Ljubljana diocese.
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Town Hall
The first building erected on this site in 1484 was rebuilt in 1718 to the plans of
architect Gregor Maček. It has preserved a number of memorials to Ljubljana’s past,
including the Hercules and Narcissus fountains, as well as the Gothic auditorium.
Today it is the seat of the Ljubljana Municipality. Close by, where the Mestni trg square
begins, stands the famous Fountain of the Three Carniolan Rivers (F. Robba, 1751).

Dragon Bridge
The Dragon Bridge, adorned with its famous dragon statues, appears in the most
recognizable images of Ljubljana. If you haven’t been photographed next to a Dragon
Bridge dragon, you can hardly claim that you have visited Ljubljana. The bridge
is a unique creation considered to be an extraordinary piece of technical heritage
and a superb example of Art Nouveau architecture, a style which flourished at the
turn of the 20th century. Constructed between 1900 and 1901, it was Ljubljana’s first
reinforced concrete structure and one of the largest bridges of its kind to be built
in Europe. At the time of its opening, it was called the Jubilee Bridge of Emperor
Franz Joseph I. According to the original designs, it was supposed to be adorned
with winged lions instead of dragons.

Butchers’ Bridge
The Butchers’ Bridge is Ljubljana’s bridge of love, constructed in 2000. Countless
lovers have symbolically padlocked their love on it and dropped the keys into the
Ljubljanica River, which flows underneath. It connects Plečnik’s Market and the
Petkovškovo nabrežje embankment, and it is situated on the site where the architect
Jože Plečnik envisaged the construction of a bridge almost a hundred years ago. Its
design is artistically-oriented to some extent, as the bridge is adorned with statues
by the renowned Slovenian sculptor Jakov Brdar. The contrast between Brdar’s
somewhat creepy sculptures and the “padlocks of love” is actually one of the most
peculiar among the numerous romantic stories of Ljubljana.

Cobblers’ Bridge
The site of the present Cobblers’ Bridge, built by the architect Jože Plečnik between
1931 and 1932, was formerly occupied by a covered wooden bridge connecting
the Mestni trg and Novi trg squares, two major parts of medieval Ljubljana. The bridge
provided space for cobblers’ workshops - hence the name Cobblers’ Bridge.
The present-day bridge was built in 1931 to the plans of architect Plečnik. It was made
of artificial stone like another of Plečnik’s creations, the Triple Bridge.

National and University Library
The library was built to the plans of architect Jože Plečnik between 1935 and 1940.
The largest early Baroque palace in Ljubljana stood there until the earthquake of 1895.
The library preserves a number of medieval documents, incunabula and Renaissance
editions and, as a special curiosity, underground literature printed in occupied
Ljubljana from 1941-45. Towards the west, the building is adjacent to the remains of
the Roman walls, which were restored by Jože Plečnik.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Trg francoske revolucije square
Slovenians are one of the rare nations who celebrated Napoleon’s arrival and
occupation. The Trg francoske revolucije square features a monument to Napoleon’s
Illyria. However, the square is most notable for Križanke, a former monastery complex
of the Knights of the Cross and today a popular summer theatre – another work on
which Plečnik left his mark during its redesign in the 1950s. It also hosts the shows of
the Ljubljana Festival, which has been held since 1952. The lower end of the square
is lined by the palace of the dukes Auersperg, which today houses the City Museum
of Ljubljana, and nearby there is the National and University Library of Ljubljana,
probably the most important of Plečnik’s oeuvre in Slovenia.

Kongresni trg square
The site of the present square previously featured a small square back in the
Baroque period and it was thoroughly reconstructed for the Congress of the Holy
Alliance in 1821, after which it was also named. Today it is one of the most important
squares of Ljubljana, lined with the Slovenian Philharmonic building, the seat of the
University of Ljubljana and the architectural pearl that is the Baroque Ursuline Church.
In the summertime, the square hosts several events. In the park, called Zvezda (Star),
which extends over the central part of the square, among the remains of the walls
of antique Emona, stands the copy of a gilded statue of the Emona Citizen, which
was actually found here in 1836 and at first mistaken for a statue of the
Emperor Constantine.

Art Nouveau Miklošičeva ulica street
Ljubljana is a city of diverse architectural styles. One of the strongest influences to
leave a mark on Ljubljana is Art Nouveau, which was established in the city more
than a decade after the devastating earthquake of 1895. The majority of the Art
Nouveau buildings was constructed along the Miklošičeva ulica street, between the
Ljubljana railway station and the old city centre. Especially typical are the façades of
the buildings, particularly their ornamentation; the most famous ones are the work of
Maks Fabiani, one of the founders of modern architecture in Vienna, who also worked
extensively in Ljubljana.

Roman Wall and Roman Ljubljana
In Mirje, the southern side of the Emona walls has been preserved for almost its entire
length. In 14 and 15 AD, these walls surrounded Emona, a Roman settlement that
stood where the centre of Ljubljana is today, in the shape of a rectangle, and which
had twenty six towers and four main doors. The wall structure was so solid and strong
that it endured for as many as 2,000 years at certain places. The Roman Wall, as this
largest remnant of the Roman Emona is called, was renovated in the 1930s according
to the plans of the architect Jože Plečnik. His works consist of the stone pyramid,
additions to the walls, entrances and the arched area, which is covered with stone
from the nearby antique buildings.

Tivoli Park
The central and largest park in the city has been delighting generations of Ljubljana
residents since it was opened in 1813 – between 1921 and 1939, an extensive re-design
project was undertaken by the architect Jože Plečnik. Set just a short walk from
the Old Town, it offers a number of cultural and recreational opportunities, among
which are the Tivoli Manor (home to the International Centre of Graphic Arts), the
Museum of Contemporary History, the Tivoli Sports Hall and other sports facilities – a
swimming pool, tennis and basketball courts. The main promenade functions as an
open-air gallery, featuring selected photo exhibitions all year round.

Ar t & cu ltu re

Ljubljana
is a cultural
capital

www.visitljubljana.com
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The city is distinguished by the harmonious
co-existence of tradition and a modern pulse –
it is a lively centre of creativity, where culture
is basically the way of life.
Every year, Ljubljana hosts over 14,000 cultural events, including prestigious music, theatre
and art events, and alternative and avant-garde events. The Ljubljana Festival with a
programme of top artistic events has been making a distinct mark on the cultural scene for
more than 65 years, the distinguished ensemble of the Slovene National Theatre Opera and
Ballet has been successfully performing for more than 110 years, the Slovenian Philharmonic
boast a rich history and is one of the world’s oldest institutions of its kind. There are also the
traditional Jazz Festival, the International Biennial of Graphic Arts, the Summer in Ljubljana
Old Town festival, Film Under the Stars, Music on the Ljubljanica, several traditional street
festivals, and Ljubljana is also one of the more important centres of theatre in this part
of Europe – in recent times in particular it has demonstrated a modern, extravagant and
provocative creativity. An important part of the city’s modern cultural identity is the Metelkova
mesto centre, which developed from a squat in a former army barracks and today is the
alternative culture centre.
As the capital of Slovenia, Ljubljana is also the seat of numerous museums, which bear
witness to the diverse history of the city and the territory of our country. The central
art institutions are the National Gallery and the Museum of Modern Art and, in addition,
Ljubljana also boats a large number of smaller art shops and galleries. In Ljubljana, the
proud bearer of the UNESCO City of Literature title, you can simply indulge in books in
numerous green spots in the warmer months, in the Library under the Treetops.
www.visitljubljana.com
(Things to Do – Art & Culture)

Musical tradition and contemporary musical life
The scope of musical events held
in Ljubljana reflects both a rich
musical tradition and a burgeoning
contemporary music scene.
One of the world’s oldest
philharmonic societies
The present Slovenian Philharmonic is one
of the world’s oldest musical institutions
of its kind, being the successor to the
Academia Philharmonicorum, established
in 1701. It has a rich history and a long
list of distinguished members, including,
among others, Gustav Mahler, who began
his career as a conductor in Ljubljana.

Music festivals

The Ljubljana Festival, with its long history
and tradition of presenting premier artistic
events, contributes significantly to the cultural
life of Ljubljana in the summer. Ljubljana hosts
Druga Godba, one of the oldest world music
festivals in this part of the world, which the
influential British magazine Songlines ranked
among the world’s 25 best international music
festivals of 2009 and 2010. Another highly
acclaimed music festival is the Ljubljana Jazz
Festival, which brings together the greatest
names in the genre. The selection of the most
important traditional music and culture
festivals can be found on page 27.

Opera and ballet
Music lovers can attend regular opera
and ballet performances staged by
the National Opera and Ballet Theatre,
concerts performed by the Slovene
Philharmonic Orchestra and the RTV
Slovenia Symphony Orchestra, who have
shared the stage with world famous
soloists and conductors, or concerts of
excellent vocal and instrumental groups
who perform Slovene and foreign works,
ranging from the classics to contemporary
works by various composers.
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Contemporary musical creativity

Concerts by international music stars

Ljubljana has a lot to offer in terms of
rock, jazz, electronic music and other
contemporary musical styles. It is included
in the tour dates of the world’s most
sought-after artists.

Ljubljana’s concert life has recently
become even more vibrant, particularly
due to the opening of two large concert
venues in 2010, the Arena and Stadium of
the Stožice Sports Park, which host large
concerts by international music stars.

The city’s major contemporary music
events are held at the Kino Šiška Centre
for Urban Culture, one of the most
progressive venues of its kind in this
part of Europe, and at a number of club
venues such as Klub K4, Cvetličarna,
KUD France Prešeren, and the Metelkova
mesto alternative culture centre. Here
we should also mention Laibach - a group
which, through its provocative music and
performances at home and abroad since
the 1980’s, became synonymous with our
modern rock scene.

Open-air mucic events
In the summer, a large number of free
festivals are held on open-air stages,
city streets, in the atria, squares and
streets of the Old Town. Among the
major festivals of the season are June
in Ljubljana, Summer in Ljubljana Old
Town, Trnfest, and Night in Ljubljana Old
Town. At the end of the year, the centre of
Ljubljana hosts a festive fair and countless
entertainment events as part of the
December in Ljubljana festival.

Ljubljana as a starting point for
musical festivals all around Slovenia
A vast number of large festivals are also
held elsewhere in Slovenia, the most
renowned being the Seviqc early music
festival in Brežice, the Lent festival in
Maribor, which presents music of a variety
of different styles, and Metal Camp, held in
the valley of the Soča River.

Performing arts
Apart from having a rich tradition of
classical theatre and ballet, Ljubljana is
one of the most important centres of
contemporary theatre and dance in this
part of Europe.

Theatre, opera and ballet
Ljubljana has a rich and successful
tradition of performing arts. Its major
performing arts institutions – the
Ljubljana City Theatre, the Slovenian
National Drama Theatre of Ljubljana

the Slovenian National Opera and Ballet
Theatre of Ljubljana and Mladinsko
Theatre – keep pace with the times and
boast fine repertoires.
Both local and visiting productions are
regularly hosted by the Cankarjev dom
cultural and congress centre. A large
number of world-class performing artists
also appear at the Ljubljana Festival, held
annually in the summer.

Modern visions and distinctive
approaches
New trends in contemporary theatre,
dance and multimedia art are both
presented and created at a large number
of annual festivals held in Ljubljana. Some
of the best known are Young Lions,
Exodos and City of Women.

Ljubljana, a city of dance
Ljubljana has for many years now had a
vibrant dance scene. The internationally
renowned production company
En-Knap has introduced and established its
trademark aesthetics inside the European
space, attracting an array of acclaimed
international co-producers. From its
beginnings, the programme of En-Knap has
been supported by over 50 international
co-producers, by the Slovenian Ministry of
Culture and by the City of Ljubljana.

www.visitljubljana.com

Puppet shows and other children’s
entertainment
Ljubljana’s puppet artists are among the
very best in Europe. The city’s most awarded
puppet theatres are the Ljubljana Puppet
Theatre and the Ljubljana Mini Theatre, and
its most acclaimed puppet events are the
Lutke and Mini Summer festivals.

Street Festivals
Each summer, the streets of Ljubljana are
flooded with eccentric entertainers, daring
acrobats and spectacular fire performers
brought together by the Ana Desetnica
international street theatre festival.

Film Ljubljana
In Slovenia, all films are shown in their
original language in cinemas so visitors
can also attend screenings. Apart from
the regular programme of mainstream
productions, the city also boasts an art
cinema (Kinodvor).
Two open-air film festivals in attractive
locations (Open-air Cinema Congress
Square and Ljubljana Castle – Film Under
the Stars) and three international film
festivals (Ljubljana Gay and Lesbian Film
Festival, International Documentary Film
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Festival, and LIFFE) prove that Ljubljana
really is a city for film lovers.

A city full of museums and

Literary trails of Ljubljana

In addition to its two central galleries - the
National Gallery, which houses works
by Slovene and foreign artists from the
Gothic period to Impressionism, and
the Museum of Modern Art, which has
a collection of works of art created by
Slovenian artists of the 20th century,
numerous other galleries, exhibition areas
and sales galleries round out the fine arts
scene in Ljubljana.

In Ljubljana, the UNESCO City of
Literature and the World Book Capital
2010, there are a number of memorial
houses where visitors get an insight into
the lives and minds of the creators who
lived there.
Ljubljana Tourism organises a tour,
on which a tourist guide takes you on
the routes of poets, writers, national
awakeners, and bohemians that left their
mark on the collective memory and life of
Ljubljana. The exciting story reveals the
history of Ljubljana and the life and work
of the most important Slovenian creators.
www.visitljubljana.com
Nowadays, the creative pulse is still
strong. Among a number of globally
recognised names are the following:
philosopher Slavoj Žižek, authors
Boris Pahor, Drago Jančar, Brina Svit,
Miha Mazzini, writer and illustrator of
juvenile books Lila Prap and poets
Tomaž Šalamun (died in 2014), Svetlana
Makarovič, Uroš Zupan and Aleš Šteger.

galleries

National Museum of Slovenia
The most valuable items related to the
archaeological and historic periods of our
national territory. www.nms.si

National Gallery
Displaying Slovenian art from the end of
the 12th century to the first decades of the
20th century and exhibitions of European
painters; temporary exhibitions, etc.
www.ng-slo.si

Museum of Architecture and Design
The main Slovenian institution operating in
the fields of architecture, urban planning,
industrial and graphic design and
photography. www.mao.si
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City Museum of Ljubljana - MGML
Faces of Ljubljana – a presentation of
Ljubljana’s history through various
themes and interactive experiences.
www.mgml.si

Museum of Modern Art
The Museum of Modern Art houses
the national collection of 20th century
Slovene art and a collection of works
from the former Yugoslavia. The national
collection presents the basic stages in the
development of the Slovene tradition of
modern and contemporary art from the
beginning of the 20th century onwards.
www.mg-lj.si

International Centre of Graphic Art
Specialised art shows, exhibitions of
individual artists, often in collaboration
with international institutions. Organiser
of the International Biennial of Graphic Art
(every odd-numbered year). Located in
Grad Tivoli. www.mglc-lj.si

City Art Gallery Ljubljana
Periodic exhibitions of contemporary
painting, sculpture, graphic art and
illustrations. www.mgml.si

Slovenian Ethnographic Museum
Permanent exhibition: Between Nature
and Culture – the treasure house of
Slovenian and non-European heritage of
the everyday and the festive; Images of
my World is an exhibition about man and
his place in the world. www.etno-muzej.si

Ljubljana Castle
You can explore the castle’s history at
the Penitentiary exhibition and see the
development of the castle to its current
appearance in the Virtual Castle projection.
The iLjubljana exhibition will take you
through millennia of Ljubljana settlements
and you can learn more about Slovenia
at the Slovenian History exhibition. You

The Ljubljana Tourist Card makes
the culture in Ljubljana more
accessible
The Ljubljana Card is the best
way to experience as much of
the culture and the museums and
galleries of Ljubljana as possible.
The card allows free admission
to as many as 20 museums and
galleries. More information about
the card on page 45 and at
www.visitljubljana.com

can also indulge in a fun and educational
journey through the rich treasure trove of
Slovenian puppetry and visit the Museum
of Puppetry. www.ljubljanacastle.si

National Museum of Contemporary
History
Permanent exhibition: Slovenians in the
20th Century and temporary exhibitions.
www.muzej-nz.si

Slovenian Museum of Natural History
Zoological, botanical and geological
collections, temporary exhibitions.
www2.pms-lj.si

Railway Museum
Collection of vehicles (steam locomotives,
coaches, wagons and other historic rolling
stock) and an exhibition related to various
fields of railway history and technology.
www.facebook.com/railwaymuseum.
slovenia

Museum of Illusions Ljubljana
The Museum of Illusions is a museum of
fun and educational experience, where
you can test the limits of your perception.
The illusions provide a different
experience of space and everything you
think you know about it.
www.muzejiluzij.si

Technical Museum of Slovenia
Exhibits related to forestry, woodworking,
agriculture, hunting, fishing, traffic and
transportation, located in Bistra Castle
near Vrhnika (23 km from Ljubljana).
www.tms.si

The list of all museum and galleries, also
in the broader region of Ljubljana, with
detailed descriptions and opening hours
can be found at www.visitljubljana.com
(Things to Do – Art & Culture – Museums)

Unique artistic Ljubljana
In the wonderful surroundings of the
central city marketplace, designed
by world famous Slovenian architect
Jože Plečnik is located DobraVaga, an
exhibition and project space, gallery and
open studio of various artistic languages,
styles and content. The programme places
an emphasis on the aesthetic reflections
of the younger generation of artists.
In the summertime, the artistic flavour in
Ljubljana Old Town is provided by ARTish,
a creative festival where the exhibited
works are available for purchase, and
the Art Market Ljubljana, on the Breg
embankment every Saturday, where
Slovenian artists sell their works and often
produce new creations at their stands.
The Sunday Flea Market has a special
reputation. Here can be found antiques,
works of art and various other collectible
items or objects of merely nostalgic value.
This presents an excellent opportunity for
an unusual outing and an experience with
a difference, and is certainly a great way
to spend a leisurely Sunday.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Main traditional festivals in Ljubljana
International Biennial of Graphic Arts

Film Under the Stars

MGLC (International Centre of Graphic
Arts) and other venues
The Ljubljana biennial is the largest and at
the same time one of the worlds most highprofile events of graphic arts, boasting a
tradition of more than half-a-century.

Ljubljana Castle, July
A summer cinema event in the Ljubljana
Castle’s courtyard with a selection of the
most notable films of the past cinema season.

BIO - Biennial of Design
Museum of Architecture and Design,
other locations
The Biennial of Design is set to strengthen its
role as an interdisciplinary collaborative platform
where design is employed as a catalyst for
change. It celebrates its 25th edition in 2017.

Lighting Guerrilla international festival
Match Gallery and its surroundings,
Tobačna tovarna (former Tobacco
company), mid-May to mid-June
The festival presents and popularises the
aspects of modern art where the main form
of expression is light – lighting installations,
objects and projections in the city centre.

June in Ljubljana
Kongresni trg square, 2 weeks in June
In June, the city life in Ljubljana is enlivened
by a series of free of charge events held at the
Kongresni trg square. Morning events are mainly
intended for children, afternoons are reserved
for light dance and music shows, and evenings
for top quality dance and music performances.
Ljubljana Festival, international summer festival
Križanke summer theatre, Cankarjev dom
cultural and congress centre, Trg republike
square, Slovenian Philharmonic building,
Slovene National Theatre Opera and Ballet,
end of June to end of August
It hosts internationally renowned artists
and provides the audience with exceptional
artistic experiences of music, opera, dance.
It celebrated its 65th edition in 2017.

Ljubljana Jazz Festival
Cankarjev dom cultural and congress
centre, end of June to beginning of July
The Ljubljana Jazz Festival is the oldest jazz
festival in Europe. Each year, it features some
of the worlds biggest names in jazz, attracting
music lovers from home and abroad to
Ljubljana. It celebrates its 57th edition in 2017.

Ana Desetnica international street
theatre festival
Various venues in the city centre of
Ljubljana, beginning of July
The city centre will turn into one big festival
venue, presenting more than 100 street artists
and modern trends in street theatre creativity.

Open-Air Cinema Congress Square
Kongresni trg square, August
Three free screenings of the finest attainments
of the seventh art. The films shown in the
central city square are dedicated to important
anniversaries and events in the city or in film.

International Festival of
Contemporary Arts – City of Women
Various venues in Ljubljana, first half of October
10 days of numerous meetings, encounters,
reflections, experiences and networking
that are worth joining, participating,
receiving and giving.

LIFFe
Cankarjev dom cultural and congress
centre and other venues, November
The LIFFe festival diversifies the citys autumn
cultural life by presenting the best and the latest
in European and international film production.

LGBT Film Festival
Slovenian Cinematheque (Slovenska Kinoteka),
end of November to the beginning of December
This is the oldest festival of its kind in
Europe. It played an important role both in
the emancipation of new social movements
and in raising awareness.

December in Ljubljana
In December, the festively decorated old centre
of Ljubljana hosts a varied programme of events
intended for people of all ages and tastes. The
festive atmosphere culminates in the New Year’s
Eve celebrations held in the city’s main squares.

U3 - Triennial of Contemporary Art
The triennial broaches the issue of the
political relationship between the private and
the public, including the specific relations
between the agents on the regional art scene.

Kurzschluss
Ljubljana Exhibition and Convention Centre
(Gospodarsko razstavišče), December
Exclusive, inimitable and very different
parties are intended for those who do not
like routine night life and those who like
to explore. Diverse genres, music-dance,
nights of electronic, hip-hop and other
urban mixtures of funky rhythms.
For detailed information and dates check at
www.visitljubljana.com (Events)
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G re e n Lj u b lj a n a

Ljubljana as
a green, open-air
living room
Ljubljana is a city with a

green image and a green
commitment – a city where
green is the way of life. It is
easier to walk around this city
than pronounce its name.
Ljubljana’s green commitment
The European Green Capital 2016 award
is a valuable recognition of Ljubljana’s
efforts to improve its environment,
economy, and quality of life. The city
encourages green thinking, living, and
development, and the award is seen
as an obligation to continue to fulfil
sustainability goals and introduce even
more improvements.
Ljubljana has thus become a European
model for how to organize urban life
in such a way as to create a city that is
friendly to the environment, its residents,
and its visitors. It is a place where, in the
time it takes people in other capitals to
travel from one end of the city to the
other, you can go for a stroll, sit down for
an ice cream or a drink, or enjoy another
pleasurable activity.
In the background of the story of Ljubljana,
the European Green Capital 2016, is the
activity of a local community of socially and
environmentally conscious organizations
and businesses offering experiences in an
authentic and responsible way.

Green titles of Ljubljana
• Ljubljana has been named the European Green Capital 2016 for having made
the largest number of sustainable changes in the shortest period of time of all
the nominees.
• Ljubljana is Slovenia’s first destination to comply with the international Green
Destinations Standard.
• Ljubljana has twice won the European Mobility Week Award.
• Ljubljana received a Tourism for Tomorrow award (World Travel & Tourism
Council) in 2015.
• Ljubljana is among the world’s greenest holiday destinations (2014, 2016 and
2017 Sustainable Destinations Global Top 100).
• Ljubljana is the first capital in the European Union to adopt a Zero Waste strategy.
• Ljubljana’s Celica Hostel is the world’s first eco-certified hostel (Travelife Gold
award).

www.visitljubljana.com
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Ljubljana’s green image
Green, anywhere you look
Ljubljana is a city boasting excellently
preserved green spaces. Countless
pleasant green nooks and crannies can be
found even in the heart of the historical
city centre. The per capita green space
provision in Ljubljana stands at 542
square metres. The Ljubljana area boasts
four nature parks. A number of the city’s
neglected spaces have been turned into
green oases for enjoyment and recreation.

Green embankments of the Ljubljanica river

The picturesque Ljubljanica river
embankments, designed by the architect
Jože Plečnik, are surrounded by trees and,
particularly those located in the Krakovo
and Trnovo quarters, just outside the
historical city centre, also by grassy areas.
Just a short walk away is one of the oldest
botanical gardens in Europe.

The longest green path around Ljubljana
One of Ljubljana’s unique features is the
Path of Remembrance and Comradeship,
a 34-kilometre circular recreational route
running along the course of the barbedwire fence that surrounded Ljubljana during
the Second World War. The path is lined
by more than 7,000 trees. Each year for
the past six decades, the Path has hosted
the Recreational March around Ljubljana in
celebration of Victory Day, 9 May.

Water and drinking fountains
While strolling around Ljubljana, you can
quench your thirst at drinking fountains
dispensing clean natural water that has not
undergone any technological treatment.
This is a luxury rarely found in capital cities.
During the warm months, you can drink
from your hands or refill your bottle at more
than 30 drinking fountains across the city.
At the City Museum of Ljubljana museum
shop, you can get a water conservationthemed bottle ready to be filled with
Ljubljana’s all-natural drinking water.

Vegetables from gardens situated on
the outskirts of Ljubljana
Between the Eipprova ulica and Krakovska
ulica streets, you can find one of Ljubljana’s
few surviving residential areas of once
suburban houses and about 30 gardens
where the crunchy Ljubljana iceberg lettuce
and other garden crops have been grown
since the Middle Ages. The inhabitants of
Krakovo are even today known as the ones
who supply Ljubljana and its central market
with fresh vegetables.

Popular green points
of Ljubljana
Castle Hill
The hill rising above the historical city
centre of Ljubljana, often referred to
as ‘the castle hill’ for being the site of
Ljubljana Castle, is covered with wellmaintained woods and criss-crossed
by walking paths. It takes about 20
minutes to reach the top, starting from
the historical city centre. At the top of
the castle hill there are scenic tree-lined
walks and lookout points offering stunning
views across the entire cityscape and of
the Kamnik-Savinja Alps to the north.
The most special of the hilltop paths
leads along the fortifications in the Šance
area of the hill – it was redesigned by the
architect Jože Plečnik.

Ljubljanica river boat cruises
The embankments on the Ljubljanica
River, crossed by attractive bridges
dating from different periods in history,
are pictured in some of the most iconic
images of Ljubljana as a city with a
waterway running through it. Go on a
romantic tourist boat cruise. Take a walk
and relax in the shade of willow and
horse chestnut trees growing on the
river embankments. Choose from the
numerous little riverside restaurants and
cafés and treat yourself to good food or a
refreshing drink.

Špica
Špica, the renovated part of the Ljubljanica
River embankment in the Prule area, not
far away from the city centre, is perfect for

sunbathing and enjoying river views. This
area has traditionally been used as a town
beach and its present-day wooden terraces
still make it look like one. Today, Špica is
the site of a quay and a café perfect for
chilling out and watching birds and other
aquatic wildlife.

Trnovski pristan
The Trnovski pristan embankment, located
just a short walk from Špica, is a tribute to
Jože Plečnik, the city’s greatest modern
architect, who saw the Ljubljanica River
embankments as key to the modern
urban development of Ljubljana as a city
full of parks, public squares, colonnades,
and social gathering spaces along its
main waterway. The embankment offers
beautiful views of Ljubljana Castle and the
Hradecky Bridge, the second oldest bridge
across the Ljubljanica, which has, since its
renovation and relocation, connected the
Krakovo and Prule quarters of Ljubljana.

Botanical Garden
The Botanical Garden in Ljubljana is one
of the oldest of its kind in Europe. It was
established as early as 1810, at the time of
Napoleon’s Illyrian Provinces. Even Marshal
Marmont himself, the first and main
governor of the Illyrian Provinces, attended
its opening and planted a linden tree, which
nowadays still reigns in the arboretum area
of the garden. In this verdant oasis, also
considered the green soul of Ljubljana, you
can also relax in the attractive Primula tea
room.
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Tivoli Park

Recharge your energy levels in Tivoli
Park, Ljubljana’s largest green space
and a green entrance to the city centre.
Enjoy the park’s fountains, playground
equipment, flowers, Library under Trees
(open during the warm months), fish pond,
and Jakopič Promenade, where ladies
with parasols used to stroll in the past
and where now you can view open-air
photographic exhibitions on your way to
the Tivoli Mansion.

Tivoli Rosarium and Glasshouse

Visit the Tivoli Rosarium, a rose garden
located in Tivoli Park, next to the Tivoli
Glasshouse and Pond, and spend some
time amid roses. Look for a white rose
named after Ljubljana and enjoy its sweet
scent if you visit in spring or summer.

Tičistan
A perfect place to get a sense of peace
and quiet and listen to the song of birds is
Tičistan, an area of parkland between the
Tivoli and Cekin Mansions whose name
translates as ‘Birds’ Home’ as it is equipped
with bird-feeding stations and nesting

boxes. Birds are tame there, so don’t be
surprised if they mistake you for a bird
keeper and try to sit on your hand. While
in Tičistan, you may also spot some of
the Tivoli Park’s lovable squirrels running
around in the trees.

Rožnik and Šišenski hrib
Tivoli Park blends seamlessly into the
woodlands of the north-western part of
Ljubljana. A network of recreational paths
winds from the park across the Cankarjev
vrh peak and the 429-metre-high Šišenski
hrib hill, the highest hill in this area, to the
picturesque red church and restaurant at
the top of the Rožnik hill, where fires burn
in the hearts of lovers on a date and a huge
bonfire is traditionally lit on the eve of 1
May. Go for a walk along the Rožnik hill’s
Jesenko Trail, lined by trees of more than
30 different species.

Koseze Pond

its rich flora and fauna, so you may find a
frog prince there.

Ljubljana Zoo
Another pleasant green spot is the
Ljubljana Zoo, a part of a protected
nature park situated only a 20-minute
walk from the centre of Ljubljana, lying
on the southern slope of the Rožnik
hill, surrounded by a natural forest and
meadows. It has a collection of animal
species from all continents focusing on
animals typical of the area lying at the
intersection of the Alpine, Pannonian and
Mediterranean worlds.

Ljubljana Marshes
The Ljubljana Marshes is a natural area of
wetlands and peat bogs, known for its rare
animal and vegetal species and for the
remains of the prehistoric pile dwellings,
which have been entered on the UNESCO
World Heritage List.

This romantic pond on the edge of
Ljubljana, with its wooden lookout piers, is
an ideal place to take a rest on your walk
or run along the Path of Remembrance and
Comradeship. The pond is well-known for

Green mobility in Ljubljana
Kavalir

Park and Ride

Bicikelj and Ljubljana Bicycles

Take a ride in a Kavalir, an environmentally
friendly electric vehicle whose name
translates as ‘(old school) gentleman’ and
is there to lend a helping hand to those in
need of a ride within the pedestrianized
city centre. As Kavalir rides are free, this
mode of transport is very popular with
locals and visitors alike. You can either
hail a vehicle on the street or book a ride
by telephone. Gentlemen would not be
gentlemen if they turned down anyone’s
request, but priority is given to elderly and
mobility-impaired people.

At the moment Ljubljana has five Ljubljana
car parks in the P+R system (a total of
2,169 parking spaces), which by the end
of 2020 is intended to offer 28 gathering
centres for P+R. P+R Car park users can
park all day – parking fees of €1.20 a day
are paid at an Urbanomat for the current
day in cash, Moneta or with an Urbana
card. Paying to park entitles you to two
journeys by city bus, valid until 23:59 on
the day the parking is paid for.

For an enjoyable exploration of the city,
hire public bicycles from Ljubljana’s 50
BicikeLJ docking stations, located within
the greater city centre area. Hire is free if
you return a hired bicycle to the nearest
docking station within one hour and wait
for five minutes before hiring a new one.
To use the BicikeLJ network for up to a
week, simply complete your registration
with the BicikeLJ network online at
www.bicikelj.si to get your subscriber
number and choose your PIN, go to the
nearest docking station terminal, enter
the two numbers to unlock a bicycle, and
off you go. To enjoy wind in your hair
for hours on end, hire a bicycle from the
Slovenian Tourist Information Centre, next
to the Central Market.

Electric and charging points
At a number of city centre charging
points, such as that in the Miklošičeva
ulica street, and centrally located parking
garages, you can charge your car or
motorcycle for free.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Green experiences
Green guided tours
Experience Ljubljana with a number of
city tours that are so relaxing that you will
remember them for a long time. You can
discover Ljubljana with Segways, on a
jogging tour, on a walking tour with Nordic
poles, on a bike or on the Taste Ljubljana
culinary tour. More information can be found
in the Tours and Excursions section, and all
guided green and active tours can be found
at www.visitljubljana.com (Tours and Trips).

hire network or call a free public electric
vehicle called Kavalir (Gentleman) to give
you a ride.

Green running events
Join the running crowd at the Ljubljana
Marathon or the Three-Member Team Run
through the city’s green belt, and let the
amazing atmosphere and loud cheering at
the finish line give you wings (for more see
the section Recreation & Wellness).

Green cuisine

Green cycling and hiking

Enjoy the flavours of Ljubljana at city
restaurants offering typical local dishes in
the Taste Ljubljana section of their menus
(for more see the section Food and Drink,
Taste Ljubljana).

If you want to experience Ljubljana and
Central Slovenia to the full, make sure you
don’t miss the range of guided cycling
and hiking trips to Ljubljana’s green
surrounding areas (for more see the
section Recreation & Wellness).

Green transport
Join the locals and become one of the
numerous users of the BicikeLJ bicycle

Boutique green events
During the summer months, you can

attend a multitude of open-air events
aimed at bringing life to certain
neighbourhoods or visit open-air markets,
where you can get anything from art
works to second-hand goods and,
occasionally, produce from urban gardens.

Reading in green
During the summer months, you can
sit down in a deckchair surrounded by
hundreds of books stacked in neat little
crates and enjoy reading in the shade
of trees. At Ljubljana’s Libraries under
Trees, part of one of the city’s most
popular projects aimed at promoting
reading culture, you can choose from a
rich collection of books, magazines, and
newspapers and read them for free while
enjoying nature. The most popular are
the libraries in Tivoli Park and Zvezda
Park, on the Trnovo Beach, and at
Ljubljana Castle.

Socially responsible Ljubljana
Discover some of the socially and environmentally responsible initiatives that not only provide solutions to social
and environmental challenges, but also authentic local experiences. In Ljubljana, you can find restaurants where
you can taste excellent local food prepared and served by people who are difficult to employ or have special
needs, cafés where you can enjoy truly delicious fair trade coffee, and shops where you can buy highly original
recycled products and lovingly restored second-hand objects.
www.visitljubljana.com (Things to Do – Shopping – Socially responsible tourism in Ljubljana)
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Recreation & wellness

Ljubljana
is a healthy
and active city
The green image of Ljubljana
and the healthy, sporting spirit of its
inhabitants contribute to the special
sports atmosphere of the Slovenian
capital. It is a dynamic city, which fills
you up with energy and invites you
to discover it on foot or by bike.

The city centre is a mosaic of picturesque red-roofed buildings
from which enchanting views and easily accessible paths stretch
out to green hills − the castle hill, Šišenski hrib, Rožnik, and Šmarna
gora, which is one of the reasons why practically everyone in the
city keeps a pair of hiking or running shoes.
Ljubljana is also a real sports city with a modern sports
infrastructure and it has already proven itself in providing excellent
organisation of important sports championships at both the
European and global levels.
You too are invited to enjoy the city, climb those green hills for
stunning views, and make a few resolutions to lead a healthier
and greener life. You can choose among numerous activities and
Ljubljana Tourism has also prepared a series of active guided tours
of the city, on which you can discover Ljubljana on a bike, while
jogging, with Segways or with a pair of Nordic walking poles.
www.visitljubljana.com
(Things to Do – Nature and Active Holidays)

www.visitljubljana.com
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Active experiences in the very centre of Ljubljana
Guided cycling tours
Ljubljana Tourism prepares several cycling
tours of Ljubljana. From the city centre,
which is closed to motor traffic, you will take
a ride on the Ljubljanica embankments,
admire the picturesque images of the city
and get some fresh air in the Tivoli Park,
or you can also choose to join the cycling
discovery of Plečnik’s Ljubljana.
www.visitljubljana.com

Ljubljana jogging tour
Join the jogging tour through the old
centre, through the Tivoli Park and back
with a tourist guide who will introduce to
you the main city sights.
www.visitljubljana.com

Guided Nordic walking tour of Ljubljana
The Nordic walking tour takes us along a
7-kilometre-long route, on which we discover
Ljubljana with all its main sights and stories

in a dynamic, yet still relaxing way.
www.visitljubljana.com

Segway tour of Ljubljana
You will learn very quickly how to ride the
Ninebot Segway two-wheeled electric
powered vehicles after brief instruction and
then take a ride with a tourist guide amidst
picturesque parts of Ljubljana that other
guided tours of the city mostly do not include.
www.visitljubljana.com

Stand-up paddleboarding and
kayaking along the Ljubljanica

SUP lesson. You will paddle through the historical city centre, under the Dragon Bridge,
and alongside the Petkovškovo nabrežje
and Šuštarjevo nabrežje embankments. For
Sup tour contact www.visitljubljana.com;
for kayak www.kajak-ljubljana.si

Running in Tivoli Park
Join runners of all generations making
their way through Tivoli Park, the city’s
green lungs, and further on to the fragrant
forests of the Tivoli, Rožnik, and Šišenski
Hrib Landscape Park.

Why not treat yourself to a green experience that will be enjoyable not only for you,
but also for your audience sipping coffee
on the river embankments? Take a stand-up
paddleboarding (SUP) or kayaking tour
along the Ljubljanica river and view the city
from a different angle. Your adventure will
begin at the Špica café with an introductory

Waterside cycle path from Špica to
Fužine Castle

Triglav The Rock Ljubljana international bouldering competition

from all around the world, competing
for inclusion in the FIBA 3x3 World Tour
masters tournament.
Ljubljana, which hosts this international
tournament in the middle of the historic
city centre, at the central Kongresni trg
square, boasts a rich tradition of street
basketball.

This nice and flat waymarked cycle path along
the Ljubljanica River is perfect for a romantic
trip. It takes you from the Špica embankment
in the Prule area of Ljubljana to Fužine Castle.

Traditional sporting events
Recreational March around Ljubljana
and The Three-Member Team Run, held
along the Path of Remembrance and
Comradeship each year at the beginning
of May (the weekend closest to 9 May),
traditionally opens Ljubljana’s running event
season. What is special about this unique
event aimed at promoting friendship is that
its entrants are groups of three runners and
the group’s time is that of the last member
of the group to cross the finish line.
www.pohod.si

Franja Marathon
The BTC City Franja Marathon is the
largest international recreational
road cycling competition in Slovenia.
Traditionally taking place in June, it is
intended for both the best cyclists and
average recreational cyclists and families.
www.franja.org

Competition taking place in the historic city
centre of Ljubljana, features some of the
best sport climbers from around the world.
The venue of the competition is
spectacular. In the middle of Kongresni trg
square a massive climbing wall is erected
on top of two shipping containers.

Ljubljana Beach Volley Challenge
At the end of July, the international beach
volley tournament takes place in the
very centre of Ljubljana, at the Kongresni
trg square. It is accompanied by a rich
programme, good music and an excellent
atmosphere.

Ljubljana Challenger 3x3 - street
basketball tournament
Hosting 16 top street basketball teams

Ljubljana Marathon
Major celebration of running in Slovenia,
held annually in the last weekend in
October. It brings together nearly 30,000
runners from close to 40 different
countries. It is held in the streets of
Ljubljana, with the starting line in the
Slovenska cesta road and the finishing line
in the Kongresni trg square.
www.vw-ljubljanskimaraton.si
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Activities in Ljubljana and in Central Slovenia
Hiking and biking
Central Slovenia offers a wealth of
opportunities for scenic trips. The entire
region is criss-crossed with hiking and
biking trails. Apart from taking short trips
to spots popular with local walkers and
cyclists, such as Šmarna Gora, Katarina,
Kurešček and Zaplana, you can go on
lengthy explorations of the region as
individual trails, generally well waymarked,
can be combined into longer ones.
Central Slovenia is also the crossing point
of two European long distance paths,
the E6 path from Finland to the Adriatic
Sea and the E7 path from the SpanishPortuguese border to Hungary.
Apart from road cycling routes, Central
Slovenia also offers off-road mountain bike
trails. Mountain bikers are advised to keep to
waymarked biking trails and ride with caution.
Particularly interesting for hikers and bikers
are the circular path around Ljubljana,
known as the Path of Remembrance and
Comradeship; the Velika Planina high
mountain plateau, well known for its unusual
landforms and Europe’s oldest shepherds’
village (easily accessible from nearby
medieval town of Kamnik); and Ljubljana
Marshes. A selection of biking and hiking
tours is organised. www.visitljubljana.com

Golf
Slovenia has been named as the
Undiscovered Golf Destination of the Year
2015 by the International Association of
Golf Tour Operators (IAGTO). The country
boasts 13 golf courses, including three in
the immediate vicinity of the capital. Central
Slovenia offers two large 18-hole golf
courses, the Golf Arboretum in the village of
Volčji Potok (www.golfarboretum.si) and
the Diners Club Slovenia Golf Course in the
village of Smlednik. You can also play at the
Trnovo Golf Course (www.golftrnovo.com),
which is a smaller, 9-hole course situated
on the edge of Ljubljana, or visit one of the
region’s several practice facilities.

Skiing and winter sports
Ljubljana is a perfect base for day trips to
Slovenia’s winter sports resorts. In case you
have not brought your ski equipment along
with you, you can easily hire it. The nearest
to Ljubljana is the Krvavec ski resort,
boasting 26 kilometres of ski runs. The
country’s other large and popular ski resorts
such as Kranjska Gora, Vogel, and Cerkno
are not far away from Ljubljana either.
Slovenia’s Alpine and other ski resorts excel
with their well-groomed runs, top quality

skiing schools and easy accessibility from
the country’s larger towns and cities.

Adrenalin sports and special experiences
The largest number of different outdoor
adventure activities in one place are
available at the Krvavec Summer Park
(www.rtc-krvavec.si), a popular winter
skiing resort close to Ljubljana. Those
seeking unforgettable experiences can
also enjoy white water sports, pleasure
flights in hot-air balloons, sightseeing
aircraft and helicopters, hovercraft rides
and much more.
Kayaking is available in Tacen (7 km from
Ljubljana) on the rapids of the Sava river,
at the site of the World Championships
(lessons available). Skok Sport, Sava River,
www.skok-sport.si.
The Geoss Adventure Park in the village
of Slivna, close to the geometric centre of
Slovenia (GEOSS) and just a 30-minute
drive from Ljubljana, offers five different

tree-top climbing routes, 72 climbing
obstacles set up at heights ranging from
one to 11 metres above ground, and an
800-metre-long rope slide
www.pustolovski-park-geoss.si

Fishing
The wider Ljubljana area offers excellent
opportunities for freshwater fishing in
beautiful natural surroundings. On the rivers
and streams of Central Slovenia, you can fish
for huchen, chub, brown trout, and grayling,
and on Central Slovenian lakes and ponds
for sheatfish, common carp, and pike. But
one of the best destinations for angling
is the Ljubljanica river, which flows right
through the capital. In its upper reaches, this
unique ‘River of Seven Names’ disappears
into the karst underground several times.
Before disappearing for the last time
and reappearing on the surface as the
Ljubljanica, it is called the Unica and is one of
the best Slovenian rivers for fly fishing.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Ljubljana Sports Park
The Ljubljana Sports Park is one of the
city’s largest sports training and recreational centres and a popular venue for
various sporting events, particularly athletic
competitions. It includes an indoor athletic
arena, an athletic stadium, a stadium with
five football courts, a handball and basketball hall, several tennis courts, a covered
pétanque court, and a sand volleyball court.
www.sport-ljubljana.si

Sports hall and stadiums

Wellness

Stožice Sports Park Stadium
Ljubljana’s new football stadium for
around 16,000 spectators, built in 2010, is
remarkable for its state-of-the-art design,
created by the renowned Slovenian
architectural studio Sadar Vuga arhitekti.
Apart from football matches, the stadium
occasionally hosts other large-scale events.
www.sport-ljubljana.si

Stožice Sports Park Arena
Ljubljana’s new state-of-the-art indoor
arena for around 12,000 spectators is
remarkable for its unique architectural
design, created by the studio Sadar Vuga
arhitekti. It is mainly intended for basketball
and handball events, but it also hosts
concerts and other large-scale events.
www.sport-ljubljana.si

Dvorana Tivoli Sports Hall
The Tivoli Sports Hall, also known as a
venue for concerts and other events,
consists of two middle-sized sports halls.
The bigger of the two, intended mainly
for hockey events, can hold around 6,000
spectators, and the smaller around 4,000.
www.sport-ljubljana.si

Kodeljevo Sports Park
The Kodeljevo Sports Park is situated at
the foot of the Golovec hill, in the green
surroundings of a former park located
next to Kodeljevo Castle. Apart from
Ljubljana’s largest outdoor swimming
pool complex, it includes an athletic
and football stadium, a sports hall,
several tennis courts, outdoor courts
for basketball and seven-a-side football,
and a table tennis hall. It is home to the
University of Ljubljana’s Faculty of Sport.
www.sport-ljubljana.si

Water fun

Spa and wellness programmes are offered
by upscale hotels, which often have an inhouse wellness centre. Next to previously
mentioned Atlantis water park at the BTC
City shopping centre here is a selection of
other, free-standing.

Atlantis Water Park

Sense Wellness Club

Located in the BTC City shopping centre,
this park features a total of 14 indoor and
outdoor pools with many water and light
effects, 12 saunas and Thai massage. Atlantis
offers a total water surface area of 1,800 m2.
www.atlantis-vodnomesto.si

Located at the Austria Trend Hotel
Ljubljana, this club features an attractive
and relaxing environment and offers
a holistic approach to body care and
revitalisation, combining elements of both
traditional and modern massage
www.sense-club.com

Laguna Spa
This outdoor swimming pool and relaxation
centre set within the Ljubljana Resort
tourist complex includes three pools
with more than 60 water attractions, a
playground, sports activities, wellness
treatments, etc.
www.laguna.si

Sunny Studio

Kolezija, City Swimming Pool

Oxalis Wellness

Kolezija stands on the site of an older
swimming pool complex built in the 19th
century, and includes an Olympic and
a children’s swimming pool, a paddling
pool, a massage pool, and a poolside
platform. Other facilities include sports and
recreation areas intended for playing table
tennis, basketball, and beach volleyball.
www.sport-ljubljana.si/kopalisce-kolezija

Oxalis Wellness, housed in the Grand Hotel
Union, is open both to hotel guests and the
general public.
www.oxalis-wellness.com

Terme Snovik
Close to the historic town of Kamnik,
just around a 30 minute drive from
Ljubljana, Terme Snovik is the first tourist
establishment in Slovenia to be awarded an
ecological certificate.
www.terme-snovik.si

Sunny is an elegantly designed top- notch
centre for a healthy lifestyle, featuring a
spacious fitness area with organised exercise
programmes, as well as a host of wellness,
spa and beauty treatments and a sauna.
www.sunny.si
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Foo d & d r i n k

Ljubljana
is full of taste

Get to know the diverse culinary images, stories, experiences and events of Ljubljana, because
“long for its dishes Ljubljana’s been known”.
Ljubljana is situated at the crossroads of
different geographic, cultural and, hence,
culinary worlds, which makes the capital’s
food and drink extremely diverse. The
Slovenian and Ljubljana cuisine primarily
reflect influences from Mediterranean,
Alpine, and Pannonian sources, and, in
recent years, have also been influenced by
Balkan and some international cuisines.
In recent years, Ljubljana has been
experiencing a real boom of culinary
developments and a lively culinary pulse
can be felt at every turn – there are several
new culinary offerings, projects and
events, and the renowned Ljubljana chefs,
restaurants and traditional local dishes
are becoming increasingly recognised
worldwide. You can choose anything
from traditional Slovenian and Ljubljana
dishes to classic international cuisine to
the special dishes offered by more exotic
cuisines, while the selection of restaurants
and price options are also extremely
diverse. The menus often include seasonal
dishes, featuring ingredients grown in
gardens situated on the very doorstep of
Ljubljana and on surrounding farms.
www.visitljubljana.com
(Things to Do – Food and Drink)

More: promotional catalogues Taste Ljubljana, Taste Central Slovenia and
Ljubljana Quality.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Taste Ljubljana
The traditional dishes of Ljubljana, which are made from local ingredients, prepared by using
modern cooking methods and seasoned with a pinch of creativity from the best chefs.
The author of the Taste Ljubljana project, renowned Slovenian ethnologist Janez Bogataj,
selected dishes which were popular among Ljubljana’s citizens in the 19th century and in
the first half of the 20th, but which were later increasingly replaced by international cuisine
in restaurants. Local chefs, including internationally recognised names such as Janez
Bratož, Igor Jagodic and Andrej Kuhar, have followed his instructions and adapted these
dishes to modern times. Some of the most typical dishes that you can taste are frogs’ legs,
Carniolan sausage, beef tongue, “leteči žganci” (flying žganci - fried and roasted chicken
legs and wings) and Ljubljana pancakes with tarragon. Search for the Taste Ljubljana label
in menus and on the doors of restaurants – more than 60 restaurants in Ljubljana boast
this indicator of authenticity.

Ljubljana Quality Mark (LQ)

Ljubljana
Quality
Selection

Get to know the best that Ljubljana offers in terms of culinary delights – the top rated
restaurants as selected by local experts bear the Ljubljana Quality Mark.
The quality of restaurants in Ljubljana and Central Slovenia is assessed every two years
as part of the Ljubljana Quality project, run by Ljubljana Tourism. The quality assessment
is based on carefully defined criteria and carried out by an expert commission using the
mystery shopper method. The Ljubljana Quality Mark winners include not only fine dining
restaurants, but also a whole range of more affordable modern restaurants, traditional
gostilna-type restaurants, and cake shops.

Taste Central Slovenia
While discovering the green surroundings of Ljubljana, you can enjoy Slovenian cuisine in
its authentic environment, in traditional village gostilna-type restaurants, homesteads,
open door farms and mountain cabins in the Central Slovenia region. There, the dishes
have a hint of domestic cuisine and are often prepared according to old family recipes.
Many of them boast a tradition passing from one generation to another and a reputation
reaching beyond local boundaries.

Ljubljana, the city of wine and beer
Even though Central Slovenia is not a wine-growing region, Ljubljana has been awarded
the international title of a “City of Vine and Wine”, and that is no coincidence. The choice
of Slovenian wines and the range of wine-related events on offer in Ljubljana are wide and
varied – Slovenia boasts three wine-growing regions divided into 14 wine-growing areas,
and the selected wines are ranked among the best in the world in terms of quality. Apart
from having a large number of dedicated wine bars and shops, Ljubljana hosts several
wine fairs and events such as the Ljubljana Wine Route, held annually in November in the
city centre.
One of the two largest Slovenian breweries is situated in Ljubljana and in recent years
the city and the Central Slovenia region have seen an increase in the number of microbreweries, which brew more and more popular beers.
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Ljubljana’s Central Market
The inhabitants of Ljubljana love to shop and socialise at the picturesque central city market,
which was designed by the architect Jože Plečnik and is an essential stop when visiting Ljubljana.
Browse the crops and produce from all of Slovenia or simply feel the pulse of the place.

Street food
The culinary variety of a city is perhaps best reflected
in the choice of street food and fast food on offer.
Ljubljana, where street food is most obviously
influenced by Balkan and Mediterranean cuisine, is
no exception in this regard. The most popular street
food is certainly burek, a dish of Turkish origins and
made from puff pastry. In Ljubljana you can discover
a “Slovenian” version with a filling made of cottage
cheese, cabbage, and the ingredients of the most
famous traditional dish, i.e. Carniolan sausage.

Green supply chains
Locally produced, seasonal and often also ecologically-friendly
crops and produce from the region are also increasingly present
in Ljubljana’s hotels and restaurants, which offer breakfasts with
a distinct Ljubljana touch, and they continue the locally sourced
theme with their other dishes as well.

Traditional Slovenian gostilna-style restaurant
The most significant contribution to the culinary experience of Slovenia is the concept
of gostilna, which is a traditional restaurant where convivial company and good food
and wine can be enjoyed. Gostilnas often serve dishes that are prepared according to
old recipes and from local ingredients. Ljubljana features many gostilnas, both in the city
centre and in its outlying areas. They definitely offer a very genuine culinary experience.

For demanding gourmets
Those with a more demanding taste can enjoy top restaurants
– you can certainly find the best when you choose from among
the recipients of the Ljubljana Quality Mark. The highest-rated
restaurants, which have been proving their quality for several
years, are the Restavracija Strelec restaurant, situated at the
Ljubljana Castle, Atelje, JB, Maxim, Slon 1552 and Restavracija
Cubo. There are also numerous delicatessens offering regional
Slovenian dishes with quality certificates, and wine shops offering
the selection of top Slovenian wines.

For a sweet tooth
In Ljubljana and Central Slovenia you can taste an immensely varied choice of delicious
sweet treats, from superb cakes and other confections available from the renowned cake
shops to sweet delights typical of Ljubljana and Central Slovenia. In the old city centre,
the relaxing Ljubljanica embankments offer an invitation to taste sweet indulgences in
numerous cafés – the best of them bear the Ljubljana Quality Mark.

www.visitljubljana.com

Culinary guided tours
You can choose among different guided
culinary tours of the city, on which you can
taste typical Ljubljana dishes and discover
the most popular culinary spots with the
help of connoisseurs on tasting sessions.
There is also an excellent choice for wine or
beer lovers. Or you can join a culinary trip
to Karst, to Slovenian Istria, or head to the
eastern wine-growing region of Slovenia.

Taste Ljubljana culinary tour
Explore the flavours of Ljubljana. Join a
guided city tour including tasting sessions
of traditional Ljubljana dishes and get to
know the city’s culinary offerings and their
historical tradition.

A Beer Lover’s Experience of
Ljubljana
This guided culinary tour gives you an
opportunity to taste various local beers
while learning about the rich history of
brewing in Ljubljana.

Ljubljana wine experience
Treat yourself to a tasting of nine wines
originating from three wine-growing
regions and thoroughly discover the
richness of Slovenian viticulture. Ljubljana
is called “the city of vine and wine”,
because it is situated at the crossroads of
the wine-growing Mediterranean, Karst,
Alps and Pannonian Basin regions.
www.visitljubljana.com
(Tours and Trips)

Culinary events

Culinary souvenirs

Culinary events in Ljubljana and the Central
Slovenia region are very plentiful, so go
to www.visitljubljana.com for the current
schedule of events. We’ve made a selection
of the traditional ones.

Take a tasty piece of Ljubljana with you.

Odprta kuhna (Open Kitchen)
On Fridays from mid-March to October, the
Ljubljana Central Market (Pogačar Square)
hosts a street food market that you simply
should not miss. You can experience the
delights of freshly cooked food prepared
by different Slovenian chefs right there in
front of you, on the market stalls.

Ljubljana Wine Route
In June and November, the streets, squares
and bridges of Ljubljana’s old city centre
are bursting with stands presenting the
providers of wine and culinary delights
from all parts of Slovenia.

November Gourmet Ljubljana
In November, Ljubljana is the gastronomic
capital of Slovenia, with a series of exciting
events taking place throughout the
entire month and hosting great chefs and
winemakers.
Taking place at an exclusive venue, the
final event of the festival, scheduled for
the last weekend in November, gives a
new dimension to the Taste Ljubljana and
includes a spectacular cooking show.

Pivo & Burger fest (Beer & Burger
Fest)
Beer and burgers make an ideal
combination that never goes out of fashion.
This festival gives you the opportunity
to get to know both classic and regular
Slovenian offerings and new flavours and
manners of preparation that push at the
boundaries of the everyday. In May and
October, at Ljubljana’s Central Market.

Čokoljana
At the end of October, the Pogačar Square
hosts a mass of master confectioners,
gostilnas, restaurants, and shops, which
invite chocolate enthusiasts to partake of
more than a thousand chocolate delights.

Herring Feast at Grand Hotel Union
Shrove Tuesday is followed by Ash
Wednesday, which is also the beginning of
the Lenten fast according to the Christian
tradition. On that day, Grand Hotel Union
hosts the traditional Herring Feast, during
which chefs enthral with ingenious, original
and top cuisine year after year.
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Potica
Poticas were and still are an important
ingredient of the Slovenian national
identity, and this roll, which can be found
in several variants in Slovenia, is at the top
of the Slovenian gastronomic
pyramid. The most
recognisably
Slovenian is the
tarragon potica.
The LePotica
shop also sells
take-away
miniature
poticas.

Ljubljana
cake
Ljubljana has its representative dessert,
the Ljubljana cake, which combines
traditional knowledge, a modern approach
and ingredients from different Slovenian
regions: various squashes, chestnuts,
honey, buckwheat, and figs. Its producers
also offer macaroons called Kiss from
Ljubljana (Poljub iz Ljubljane).

Trnič cheese
This hard, pear-shaped cheese is
considered the cheese of love. According
to tradition, it was skilfully produced by
herdsmen – always in pairs as their shape
suggests female breasts – on the Velika
Planina, a unique high mountain plateau
25 km from Ljubljana in the
Kamnik-Savinja Alps.
They would give
them as a present
to their girlfriends
to express their
affection and
fidelity, or even
as a promise of
marriage.

Prešeren fig pralines
In the city, which honoured the greatest
Slovenian poet France Prešeren with a
monument in the central Prešeren Square,
it is well worth tasting the Prešeren fig
pralines – dry figs, coated with cream and
dark or milk chocolate. Exclusive package
and a unique content.
www.visitljubljana.com
(Things to Do – Shopping)
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S hop ping

Shopping in
Ljubljana is truly
an experience
The Slovenian capital features all from small shops in the city centre to one of the largest shopping
centres in Europe at its outskirts, from local craft products to global fashion labels. Your guide to a
quality shopping experience is the Ljubljana Quality mark.

www.visitljubljana.com (Things to Do - Shopping)

Ljubljana Quality Mark
The Ljubljana Quality Mark (LQ) identifies the shops that were rated as
the best in a carefully prepared assessment process using the mystery
shopper method. When investigating shops, the mystery shopper assesses
the diversity or variety of the offerings, their authenticity and originality, and at the
same time the choice and accessibility of goods. You will notice the mark at the
entrances of these selected shops.

Souvenirs of Ljubljana
The TIC Ljubljana Shop, located just
by the Triple Bridge, offers a wide
choice of high quality souvenirs of
Ljubljana. The most popular lines are
presented on page 44.

www.visitljubljana.com

Tips on where to shop
Shopping in the Ljubljana city centre
Ljubljana’s city centre is not only picturesque but it also offers
some great shopping possibilities. This is where surprises await
you! Some of the small shops are owned by people known in
the Slovenian world of design. Slovenian design has established
itself with a number of talented designers such as Katja and Jure
Bricman, Alenka Draž, Almira Sadar, Matjaž Vlah, Barbara K. Germ
and many others, who live, work and sell their products in Ljubljana.
After an interesting day of shopping, you can relax in one of the
numerous coffee shops scattered all around the city centre.

Traditional Slovenian foods
Traditional Slovenian food products, the best known being
the Carniolan sausage, Karst prosciutto, Prekmurje layer cake,
Istrian olive oil, and homemade schnapps, are available from
a number of delicatessens specializing in Slovenian foods.
Most of them are located right in the city centre. Numerous
shops sell Slovenian honey and a varied selection of honey
products. There are also numerous chocolate shops.

Central Market
A perfect place to shop for ‘homemade’ Slovenian foods is
Ljubljana’s Central Market, where you can get anything from
vegetables grown on small local farms to dry-cured meat
products, bread, sweet baked goods, wine, and spirits. An
essential spot for all lovers of food and local culture, especially on
Saturdays. On Fridays from mid-March to October, the Ljubljana
Central Market hosts a street food market that you simply should
not miss. At the market, called Open Kitchen, you can experience
the delights of freshly cooked food prepared by different
Slovenian chefs right there in front of you, on the market stalls.
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Wine shops
Many wine shops offer the entire assortment of wines from
three Slovenian wine-growing regions. A bottle of top
Slovenian wine is a nice souvenir or gift, and you can
also buy Slovenian beers, both the most famous ones
and those from micro breweries.

BTC City Ljubljana shopping centre
Visit Ljubljana’s BTC City, one of the largest shopping centres in
Europe, where you can have a one-stop shopping experience, enjoy
excellent food, recreation, and entertainment, and treat yourself to
a visit to a water park. Located just 3 km from Ljubljana city centre
and 200 m from Ljubljana ring road, this is a must visit destination
on your trip. It features 120,000 m2 of shopping area with over 450
shops, 10.000 brands, and 60 restaurants and bars. Apart from
shops, BTC City includes a range of outlets offering entertainment,
recreation, business and cultural services. The best known include
the Vodno mesto Atlantis water park, the Kolosej multiplex
cinema, the Arena leisure centre, the Športni center Millenium
sports centre, on-site Radisson Blue Plaza Hotel and the Mercurius
conference hall to mention just a few. A variety of mainly social and
recreational events are frequently organised. www.btc-city.com

Department stores
A wide and varied choice of products from well-known
international brands is available in the city centre, from
several department stores, such as Galerija Emporium,
Maxi and Nama, and countless small shops.

Opening times
Shops in Ljubljana are mostly open between 8:00 A.M. and
7:00 P.M. during the week and from 8:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
on Saturdays, without lunch time closing (except for small
private shops). Lately, more and more shops are also open
in the evenings and on Sundays. Major credit cards are
widely accepted in all shops.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Gifts and Souvenirs
The most interesting among the gifts and souvenirs that you
can take home to remind you of your visit to Ljubljana and
Central Slovenia are those connected to the tradition of local
arts and crafts. Among the typical Slovenian products are Idrijan
lace, Rogaška glass, the painted frontal boards of beehives,
skilfully painted and decorated Easter eggs, gingerbread and
gingerbread hearts, wooden ware from Ribnica and more. Some
ideas for culinary souvenirs are presented on page 39.

Art Market and Antique Flea Market
During the warmer months there is an Art Market going on
every Saturday along a part of the Ljubljanica riverside where
you can buy beautiful and original paintings, jewellery or
ceramics. Every Sunday there is an Antique Flea Market where
you can admire interesting objects with historical significance
of value to collectors.

Arts and crafts
The city centre features many galleries offering artistic paintings
and graphics and you can find different Slovenian local arts and
crafts products in various outlets – from folk motifs and typical
Slovenian products of practical household use, e.g. potica baking
moulds (called potičnice), to high quality decorative products.

A more detailed list of specialized shops is quoted
on www.visitljubljana.com (Things to do – Shopping),
where you can also search ideas for shopping according
to categories of products.
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Souve n ir s

Selected souvenirs
of Ljubljana
For those wishing to take a little something of Ljubljana home with them,
the TIC Ljubljana Shop offers a wide choice of high quality souvenirs of Ljubljana.
The souvenir collections available at the TIC Ljubljana Souvenir Shop are inspired by
symbols and typical features of Ljubljana and its history and art. They are made from quality
materials and are carefully designed, some of them by renowned names in Slovenian design.
The TIC Ljubljana Shop also sells official souvenirs of Slovenia from the ‘I Feel Slovenia’
collection, Slovenian national football team, etc.

Ljubljana Art Nouveau

The Little Dragon Ljubo

The Art Nouveau in Ljubljana souvenir
collection was created to mark the 150th
birth anniversary of the famous Art
Nouveau architect Maks Fabiani, who left
a distinctive mark on Ljubljana. You can
choose from bowls, towels, notebooks and
water bottles decorated with motifs of
Ljubljana’s famous Art Nouveau façades,
which give these useful products an air of
colourful elegance.

The souvenirs from this collection, printed with the image of a cute little green dragon,
include soft little dragon, long and short-sleeved T-shirts, hats, magnets, magnetic and
wooden puzzles, shopping bags, cups, cereal bowls and keychains, kitchen utensils (an
oven glove made of neoprene, a microfibre cloth, and an apron) and a school bag, and
you can also choose a soft, little dragon bearing a heart and a suitcase. All souvenirs come
with charming packaging and a leaflet telling the legend of the Ljubljana Dragon.

www.visitljubljana.com

Makalonca
The souvenirs from the Makalonca collection are quality practical items made using
traditional materials such as wood, leather, linen and enamel as well as modern materials
such as polypropylene, which is biodegradable and safe for human health. The collection
consists of three lines of products: stationery (pencils, erasers, notebooks, leather pencil
cases, etc.), kitchenware (mugs, rustic bowl, placement and coaster sets, plates, etc.), and
personal use items (T-shirts, umbrellas, leather bags, linen shopping bags, etc.).

Ljubljana Card
Explore Ljubljana and save money
with a Ljubljana Card
The Ljubljana Card is a combined
ticket to Ljubljana’s major sights,
enabling visitors to explore the city in
a comfortable way and at the lowest
cost. You can choose between the
24-, 48-, and 72-hour versions, while a
child card is also available.

Ljubljana with Love
Ljubljana is beautiful even in the rain. The Ljubljana with Love souvenir collection includes
a choice of rain capes and umbrellas, which may come handy when exploring the city on a
rainy day. Keychains and pencils in five different colours are also available.

Buy a Ljubljana Card and get free:
• Admission to the city’s major
sights (20+).
• Travel on city buses.
• Guided city tour.
• 24-hour internet access.
Using the Ljubljana Card, it can
save you up to €165 on expenses
such as entrance fees and public
transport fares. The card makes
your sightseeing a lot easier: rather
than making multiple payments, you
simply show your card. Purchase
your Ljubljana Card online and get a
10% discount on the card price.
www.visitljubljana.com

Ljubljana Is a Beautiful City

Ljubljana Rose

The souvenirs from this collection are
decorated with the ‘Ljubljana Is a Beautiful
City’ slogan design in Slovenian or English.
The collection includes tea cups, men’s and
women’s T-shirts, hats, and shopping bags.

A smaller line of souvenirs have a rose
bearing the name of the Slovenian capital
– the Ljubljana rose. You can choose tablet
bags or cosmetic bags – both are made
of a natural felt material. Cups are also
available.

Would you like to take a culinary
souvenir home with you? Some
ideas are presented on page 39.

All collections are on sale at the
TIC Ljubljana souvenir shop.
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Ente r tain m e nt

Ljubljana
is lively

www.visitljubljana.com (Things to Do – Entertainment)

www.visitljubljana.com
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Ljubljana is a relaxed city with a leisurely vibe where
people still know how to sit down and take a break
to meet friends and enjoy the beauty of their vibrant
home city.

Few cities of comparable size anywhere in the world have such an intense and eclectic
cultural and social life as Ljubljana. As soon as the first warm rays of spring sunshine reach
the streets of Ljubljana, the local residents begin to get together in large numbers at the
city’s countless cafés and bars with outdoor seating and cool shade. Especially during
spring and summer, when the tables don’t just line, but actually fill the narrow streets and
squares of the Old Town, and street musicians entertain passers-by along the pedestrian
areas.
But Ljubljana is lively in the winter months as well! To beat the cold winter breezes,
gas heaters are installed in front of the bars and it is fascinating to see the banks of
the Ljubljanica River packed with people drinking mulled wine or mead at midnight in
December.
Experience Ljubljana the way the locals do
when they have a moment to spare to sip a
cup of coffee or a glass of wine after a busy
day. Sit down at one of the numerous cafés
and bars or go to the town at night, when
party people of all ages occupy the city’s
trendy late-night bars and clubs. Those of
you searching for a more alternative scene,
featuring club music nights or artistic
performances and exhibitions, will also not
be disappointed.
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Let’s head out for a drink first

Clubs and nightlife

Going out for another drink after dinner or
to beat the jet lag is not a problem. There
are a lot of small bars all throughout the
city centre, and they can often be hidden
from direct view from the street. Those
looking for a more party atmosphere
should check out the several bigger pubs
and clubs in and outside the city centre
that can accommodate any musical
preference.

Most of the parties and late-night
entertainment in Ljubljana take place at the
end of the week. The most popular night
to hit the town is Friday night, when party
people of all ages occupy the city’s trendy
late-night bars and clubs. At night, even a
number of peaceful daytime cafés turn into
vibrant party venues hosting DJs.

Metelkova mesto, an alternative
culture centre

on good weather days, when a lot of
socializing is done outside the clubs, all
across the Metelkova complex. Definitely
a unique experience for any visitor to
Ljubljana.
www.metelkovamesto.org

The place where you can get the fullest
picture of Ljubljana’s underground culture
is Metelkova, once the city’s largest squat,
which has developed into one of Europe’s
best known centres of independent
artistic activity. Its numerous clubs, which
the locals hit at around midnight, give you
an opportunity to party until early in the
morning. Interesting concerts featuring
of all styles of underground music, club
nights with Slovenian and international
DJs, LGBTQ clubs, and reasonably priced
drinks attract large crowds, especially

Some of the venues where the crowd is big
and the vibe is good include the Pr’Skelet
Disco Bar, Klub Cirkus, and Top Six Club.
If rock is your choice of music, take a walk
to the Orto bar. To enjoy electronic dance
music, visit Klub K4, which has been in
existence for over 25 years, or F Club.
Genre-specific musical entertainment
is also provided by Ljubljana’s jazz
and ethnic music clubs. Check the entire
offer at www.visitljubljana.com
(Things to Do – Entertainment, Clubs
and nightlife)

Festivals of all kinds and sizes
Ljubljana hosts a rich programme of
events, including a large number of wellestablished open-air venue festivals,
which occupy squares, streets and the
Ljubljanica embankments in the summer.
More on page 27.

www.visitljubljana.com

Social dancing in Ljubljana

What about a beer?

Ljubljana is a city with a highly developed
dance culture and social dancing is a
popular way of spending free time. Dance
nights with DJs or live music are regularly
held at several popular bars, cafés, and
other venues, including dance evenings
at Ljubljana Castle, Friday ‘Let’s Dance
Together’ dance evenings in the Festivalna
dvorana hall, dance evenings in Svetovna
dvorana Sputnik, or theatre, cabaret and
variety shows in the Kavarna Union café
(within Grand Hotel Union), which first
opened in 1905.

Ljubljana has a huge amount to offer beer
lovers. The choice ranges from renowned
international brands to Slovenian brews
based on local brewing knowledge. If
you would like to take a selection of your
favourite beers home with you and lay in
a stock to be close at hand when needed,
visit a shop.

Casino night

The Casino Rio gaming centre, located at
the Arena leisure centre in the BTC City
area, offers four electronic roulette tables
and 168 gaming machines, including poker,
blackjack, and a wide choice of reel and
video game machines (www.casino-rio.si),
while the Casino Kongo, south of Ljubljana,
offers three electronic roulette tables
seating 28 players, a blackjack table seating
seven players, and 165 different gaming
machines (www.kongo.si).

The gambling offer is also diverse. Casino
Lev in the city centre offers three electronic
roulette tables for eight players each and
200 gaming machines, where players can
try their luck at blackjack, poker
and various slot and video games.
www.casinolev.com
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which produce small amounts of excellent
craft beers. Human Fish Brewery,
Kratochwill, Pelicon, and Bevog are just
a few of the names to look out for if you
want to taste some of the must-try craft
beers from Slovenian microbreweries.
You can also opt for a guided discovery of
Ljubljana’s beers. www.visitljubljana.com
(Tours and Trips)

For quite some time Slovenia has had
two large breweries. The judgement as to
which of the two beer brands, Union or
Laško, is better is left entirely to you. When
exploring local brews, make sure not to
miss those from Slovenian microbreweries,

Fun activities and games in Ljubljana
Popular escape rooms, which are among
the best in the world, treasure hunt games,
a Museum of illusions, a horror house,
the MindMaze, a hands-on science centre
(Hiša eksperimentov), and a cat cafe
are only some of the things you should
not miss. Of course, as a proper capital,
Ljubljana also boasts a pleasant ZOO,
which is a part of a protected nature park
situated just a 20-minute walk from the
centre of Ljubljana.
www.visitljubljana.com
(Things to Do – Entertainment)

City tours & excurisons

Ljubljana in the
palm of a hand
Ljubljana is a small capital offering big experiences. Ljubljana Tourism offers several regular
tours and diverse thematic guided tours and trips for groups, all of which reveal appealing
stories of Ljubljana.
Standard tours on request available
in 16 languages and a variety of other
sightseeing programmes, including
special interest itineraries, can be ordered
throughout the year at the Ljubljana
Tourist Information Centres. In addition to
this, a set of regular city tours, which are
intended mainly for individual visitors, is
also available.

Ljubljana Tourism carries out all
prearranged guided tours according
to two schedules: between 1 April and
30 September in line with the summer
schedule, and between 1 October and
31 March in accordance with the winter
schedule. We regularly update the
programme and add new contents,
therefore check our current offer at
www.visitljubljana.com (Tours and Trips).

All Ljubljana Tourism guides are
professionally qualified and own a valid
licence to run tours in Ljubljana. They are
also qualified to guide people with special
needs.
The Tourist Information Centre (TIC) team
is happy to help you experience Ljubljana
in an authentic and memorable way.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Guided tours enquiry
and booking
Detailed information on
itineraries, seasonal schedules
and rates can be obtained from
the Tourist Information Centres
contact: Alenka Štular
+386 1 306 12 30
alenka.stular@visitljubljana.si.
A special leaflet is also available.

Guided tours and trips for groups
In order to make the experiences of
Ljubljana as convenient and easily
accessible as possible, we prepared around
30 different guided tours of Ljubljana
for groups. You can decide to join a tour
of Plečnik’s, Prešeren’s, Baroque, or Art
Nouveau Ljubljana, you can visit Ljubljana’s
churches, Town Hall, Žale cemetery, you
can take a walk on the literary paths of
Ljubljana, experience the Roman Emona,
discover the city from the river or by bike,
meet its green image, enjoy all the diversity
of Ljubljana’s flavours, head off to discover
its green surrounding areas and more.
We can adjust all programmes according to
your preference (both in terms of content
and duration), and we are also happy to
prepare them completely anew for you,
according to your wishes and expectations.

Culture and history

Food and drink

• Ljubljana Old Town Walking Tour
• Guided Tour of the Old City Centre and
Ljubljana Castle
• City Tour and Boat Cruise along the
Ljubljanica
• Ljubljana from the Surface of the Ljubljanica
to the Stars above the Castle Hill
• Town Hall Tour

• Taste Ljubljana Food Tour
• Ljubljana Beer Experience
• Ljubljana Wine Experience

Architecture and art
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Walking Tour of Plečnik’s Ljubljana
Cycling Tour of Plečnik’s Ljubljana
Walking tour of Baroque Ljubljana
Walking tour of Art Nouveau Ljubljana
Walking tour of Prešeren’s Ljubljana
Ljubljana Literary Routes
Exploring the Cultural Heritage of the
Žale Cemetery

Green, active and healthy
•
•
•
•

Exploring Ljubljana by Bicycle
Ljubljana Jogging Tour
Ljubljana Nordic Walking Tour
Tresures of Tivoli Park

Languages
Guidance* is available in 19 languages:
Slovenian, English, German, Italian,
Spanish, French, Croatian, Serbian, Russian,
Japanese, Chinese, Portuguese, Hungarian,
Czech, Polish, Romanian, Ukrainian, Dutch,
Portuguese and Lithuanian.
*Depending on the guidance.

Experiences

Prices

•
•
•
•

The basic price of a programme depends
on the topic and the size of the group (for
a more detailed price list, please check the
contact above).

Moustache Tour
Tourist Boat Cruise
Tour of the Festively Decorated Ljubljana
Ljubljana Beekeeping Trail Guided Tour

Circular tourist boat cruise on the Ljubljanica
In the city centre you board the tourist boat, which takes you along the Ljubljanica
River, the waterway that makes such a distinctive impression on Ljubljana, with its
interesting bridges and picturesque embankments. This cruise offers a completely
new perspective on Ljubljana. Along the beautifully arranged embankments, along
which stretch pleasant promenades and a series of medieval buildings with uneven
roofs, the boat takes you on a circular cruise between the location of Plečnik’s
famous sluice gates, featuring a monumental triumphal arch dedicated to the river
leaving the city, and the Špica Embankment, which used to be a popular bathing area
of Ljubljana. At the same time, you will also discover all the main bridges of Ljubljana.
The boats are heated in winter, and it is also possible to order drinks or catering for
groups by prior arrangement.
Schedule: from 10:00 to 20:00 uro (depending on the season)
Duration: One-hour boat ride
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Guided tours and experiences for individuals
Mon

Hictorical City Centre &
Ljubljana Castle
Apr 1 - Sep 30
Oct 1 - Mar 31

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00 10:00
11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00 11:00
Take a walk through the historical city
centre, explore its major sights, and take
a funicular ride to Ljubljana Castle.

A Bicycle Tour through
Plečnik’s Ljubljana
Apr 1 - Sep 30

Apr 1 - Sep 30
Oct 1 - Mar 31

12:00

Apr 1 - Sep 30
Oct 1 - Mar 31

17 €

12:00
12:00

30 €

42 €

12:00

Learn about the work and life of the
greatest Slovenian architect –
in Plečnik's year of 2017.
Town Hall Tour

with

12:00
12:00

Get to know the different
faces and stories of culinary
Ljubljana.
Walking Tour of
Plečnik’s Ljubljana

FREE

10:00
Embark on a dynamic, but relaxed
discovery of the life and work of Plečnik
beyond the city centre.

Taste Ljubljana Food Tour

Price

20 €

13:00
An exploration of the history and present
state of Ljubljana's Town Hall and the
history of Ljubljana.

5€

www.visitljubljana.com
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Guided tours and experiences for individuals
Mon

The Sights of Ljubljana
and a Boat Cruise
Apr 1 - Sep 30

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Sun

14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00 14:00

Price
FREE
with
FREE
with

An excellent combination of learning about the 17 €
city's history, art, and architecture and enjoying
a tourist boat cruise along the river Ljubljanica.
Exploring Ljubljana
by Bicycle

16:00

Apr 1 - Sep 30

10:00
30 €

Explore areas outside the heart
of the city in a fun and active
eco–friendly way.
Ljubljana’s
Attractions and Art

Apr 1 - Sep 30

17:00 17:00 17:00 17:00 17:00 17:00 17:00

FREE
with

Take a walk through city centre, and
17 €
explore its major sights. The tour includes
a visit to the National Gallery of Slovenia.
Moustache Tour

15:00

Apr 1 - Sep 30

Ljubljana
Wine Experience

The three mighty moustachioed men and
a tour guide hold the key to the secret of
Ljubljana.

17:00
17:00

17:00

Apr 1 - Sep 30
Oct 1 - Mar 31

Ljubljana
Beer Experience
Apr 1 - Sep 30
Oct 1 - Mar 31

Taste 9 Slovenian wines from
3 wine-growing regions at carefully
selected wine spots in Ljubljana.

18:00

18:00
18:00

Explore Ljubljana through beer
and learn about the tradition of
brewing in Ljubljana and Slovenia.

45 €

65 €

38 €

Book your tour online at www.visitljubljana.com (Tours and Trips) or get your ticket at the Ljubljana Tourist Information Centre (AdamičLundrovo nabrežje 2) or the Slovenian Tourist Information Centre (Krekov trg 10).
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Central Slovenia tours

Voyage to a whole
new world...
just thirty minutes from Ljubljana
Ljubljana

A journey around the edges of Ljubljana takes you through 25 municipalities which, together
with the capital, compose the region of Central Slovenia and form Ljubljana’s green belt – as if
wrapping the city in a big hug.
Ljubljana is where the Alpine foothills and
the Alps meet the Slovenian Karst, offering
visitors a charming opportunity to be in the
midst of urban bustle and just a moment later
by a quiet river, in the middle of a glade or
in the silence of a forest, broken only by the
song of birds.
Numerous attractions in the Central Slovenia
region are easily accessible from Ljubljana

on organised trips. You can head to the
Velika Planina high mountain plateau for a
herdsmen’s lunch and after returning to the
valley, discover the medieval town of Kamnik.
You can choose a leisurely walk around the
Volčji Potok Arboretum or a more adrenalinefuelled experience in the Geoss Adventure
Park. Invite yourself for a cup of tea with
Count Blagaj in Polhov Gradec, and, south of

Ljubljana, discover one of the most unique
museums – the Bistra Technical Museum,
which boasts a collection of limousines
that once belonged to Yugoslavia’s former
president Tito.
Check the available organised trips on offer at
www.visitljubljana.com (Tours and Trips
– Trips in Central Slovenia)

Velika planina, its herdsmen’s village, remarkable for its architecture, is one of the few surviving settlements of its kind in Europe.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Bogenšperk Castle and healthy relaxation in Valvasor’s
land
Very close to Ljubljana there is a land where the joys of life and
healthy energy await you. At the picturesque Bogenšperk Castle,
the famous polymath J. V. Valvasor used to work and create; his
fame reached all the way to the British crown.

Delights of Count Blagaj’s land

Marshal Tito’s cars and writer Ivan Cankar’s coffee

In the green, hilly surroundings of the Slovenian capital you will
taste local culinary delights, learn about the local way of life and
history and take a bundle of delights from Count Blagaj’s land
away with you.

Visit Vrhnika, situated close to Ljubljana, to discover two sides
of Slovenian history: the luxurious cars of the president of the
socialist Yugoslavia, Tito, and the life of a writer who gave a
completely new meaning to a simple cup of coffee.

Green Vrhnika: from the river with seven names to
excellent craft beer

Exploring the Alps: Velika planina and Kamnik

Visit Vrhnika, the source of the mysterious Ljubljanica, a river with
seven names. This inspiring trip into history and magnificent nature
will be followed by a visit to a brewery where you can enjoy the
tasting of one of the best craft beers in Slovenia.

Discover Kamnik, a small medieval town with a rich history, and
learn about the life of herdsmen on the nearby Velika planina high
mountain plateau.

Detailed information on itineraries, seasonal schedules and rates can be obtained from the Tourist
Information Centres or via the www.visitljubljana.com website (Tours and Trips – Day Trips around Slovenia).
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Slovenia tours

Slovenia in the
palm of a hand

Ljubljana

Ljubljana is a city for discovering Slovenia. In just one day you can experience
the diverse beauties of Slovenia from Ljubljana. For half a day or the entire day –
to the Alps, the Mediterranean, to Karst or to the Pannonian part of Slovenia.
Ljubljana is situated at the very centre
of Slovenia, which means that all the
country’s special features and beautiful
places are accessible in a maximum journey
of one hour. Several trips from Ljubljana
are available daily – they include all most
famous pearls of Slovenia, but also some

lesser-known, but equally attractive places.
All organised trips are collected at
www.visitljubljana.com
(Tours and Trips – trips around Slovenia).
After returning to the city, take a walk
around lively Ljubljana in the evening;

perhaps you will choose a special culinary
experience with local Ljubljana flavours,
or you can opt for one of the street or
prestigious cultural events, or just sit in
one of the numerous bars, which also
throng the streets during the colder times
of the year.

Visit the charming lake resort of Bled, famous for a church on an island in the middle of a lake, a medieval castle perched on a cliff high
above the lake, and splendid views of surrounding Alpine peaks.

www.visitljubljana.com
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Explore mysterious Predjama Castle and end the trip by visiting Postojna Cave, Slovenia’s
number one attraction.

Combine a visit to the Alps with a visit to
the Adriatic coast and see, in a single day,
the lake resort town of Bled and the coastal
town of Piran.

Take a trip to Maribor, the second largest
Slovenian city in the Štajerska region, a
Slovenian wine region boasting the world’s
oldest vine and a rich cultural heritage.

Lipica Stud Farm is considered the cradle
of the Lipizzaners, noble and elegant white
horses. Discover the long-time equestrian
tradition and finish your day with the
culinary delicacies of the Karst.

Take a sightseeing trip to three different
countries. Visit the Lipica Stud Farm and
the village of Štanjel in the Slovenian
region of Kras, the city of Trieste in Italy,
and the traditional Istrian village of
Grožnjan in Croatia.

Discover two major attractions of the
mysterious region of Karst ( Kras). Visit the
famous Lipica Stud Farm and take a tour of
the Škocjan Caves, a natural site included
in the list of UNESCO World Heritage
Sites. This excursion takes you to Bled and
Bohinj, Slovenia’s most beautiful alpine lake
resorts.

The famous mountain resort of Kranjska
Gora lies in the heart of the Julian Alps.
During the trip you will be able to breathe
fresh mountain air, admire picturesque
nature and enjoy traditional Slovenian
cuisine.

Detailed information on itineraries, seasonal schedules and rates can be obtained from the Tourist
Information Centres or via the www.visitljubljana.com website (Tours and Trips – Day Trips around Slovenia).
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Accom m odation

Ljubljana is a
small capital with
a large choice
of places to stay
Ljubljana provides a good range of accommodation facilities of all categories
and types, currently totalling around 2,800 hotel rooms (year 2016). Additional
units are available in pensions, bed & breakfast, short-let apartments, youth
and student hostels, and private rooms.
Most hotels are centrally located and are
either within walking distance or within
3 km of the Old Town, top city sights,
key institutions, as well as the major
meeting facilities.
The metropolitan area (radius of 20 km
from Ljubljana) offers a further choice
of accommodation – from family-run
hotels and small business hotels to
guesthouses, pensions, motels, short-let
apartments, tourist farms, eco resorts
and private rooms.
All the main hotels as well as the majority
of other properties (pensions, apartments,
etc.) have been fully refurbished over the
last decade. In Ljubljana, there is currently
an active development of the market
of hotels that are part of the renowned
international hotel chains. In accordance
with the green commitment of Ljubljana,
more and more hotels choose to prove
their sustainable operational activities
with international eco-friendly labels.

www.visitljubljana.com

Hotel Intercontinental Ljubljana*****
Rooms: 165 / Bed spaces: 330
Slovenska cesta 59
P: +386 1 231 77 72
E: ljuha.info@ihg.com
www.ihg.com

Austria Trend Hotel Ljubljana**** Superior
Rooms: 210 / Bed spaces: 438
Dunajska cesta 154
P: +386 1 588 25 00
E: ljubljana@austria-trend.at
www.austria-trend.at/en/hotels/ljubljana

Best Western Premier Hotel Slon****
Superior
Rooms: 170 / Bed spaces: 222
Slovenska cesta 34
P: +386 1 470 11 00
E: sales@hotelslon.com
www.hotelslon.com

Hotel Cubo**** Superior
Rooms: 26 / Bed spaces: 60
Slovenska cesta 15
P: +386 1 425 60 00
E: reception@hotelcubo.com
www.hotelcubo.com

Four Points by Sheraton Ljubljana
Mons**** Superior
Rooms: 114 / Bed spaces: 225
Pot za Brdom 4
P: +368 1 470 27 00
E: info@fourpointsljubljana.com
www.fourpointsljubljanamons.com

Grand Hotel Union**** Superior
Rooms: 194 / Bed spaces: 304
Miklošičeva cesta 1
P: +386 1 308 12 70
E: grand@union-hotels.eu
www.union-hotels.eu/en/
grand-hotel-union/

Grand Hotel Union Business**** Superior
Rooms: 133 / Bed spaces: 237
Miklošičeva cesta 3
P: +386 1 308 11 70
E: business@union-hotels.eu
www.union-hotels.eu/en/
grand-hotel-union-business/

Hotel Lev**** Superior
Rooms: 173 / Bed spaces: 254
Vošnjakova ulica 1
P: +386 1 308 70 00
E: lev@union-hotels.eu
www.union-hotels.eu/en/hotel-lev/

Antiq Palace Hotel&Spa****
Rooms: 23 / Bed spaces: 89
Gosposka ulica 10
P: +386 8 389 67 00, +386 40 638 163
E: reception@antiqpalace.com
www.antiqpalace.com
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Birokrat Hotel****
Rooms: 29 / Bed spaces: 70
Dunajska cesta 191
P: +381 1 530 02 12
E: birokrat@epiceco-hotels.com
www.epiceco-hotels.com

Central Hotel****
Rooms: 74 / Bed spaces: 94
Miklošičeva cesta 9
P: +386 1 308 43 00
E: central@union-hotels.eu
www.centralhotelljubljana.com

G Design Hotel****
Rooms: 21 / Bed spaces: 42
Tržaška cesta 330
P: +386 1 200 91 00
E: info@gdesignhotel.si
www.gdesignhotel.si

Hotel Nox****
Rooms: 22 / Bed spaces: 49
Celovška cesta 469
P: +386 1 200 95 00
E: info@hotelnox.com
www.hotelnox.com

Radisson Blu Plaza Ljubljana****
Rooms: 236 / Bed spaces: 524
Bratislavska ulica 8
P: +386 1 243 00 20
E: info.ljubljana@radissonblu.com
www.radissonblu.com/en/hotel-ljubljana

Adora Hotel***
Rooms: 10 / Bed spaces: 19
Rožna ulica 7
P: +386 (0)8 205 72 40
E: info@adorahotel.si
www.adorahotel.si

Ahotel Hotel Ljubljana***
Rooms: 26 / Bed spaces: 42
Cesta dveh cesarjev 34
P: +386 1 429 18 92
E: info@ahotel.si
www.ahotel.si

Allegro Garni Hotel***
Rooms: 17 / Bed spaces: 34
Gornji trg 6
P: +386 5 911 96 20
E: info@allegrohotel.si
www.allegrohotel.si

City Hotel Ljubljana***
Rooms: 203 / Bed spaces: 368
Dalmatinova ulica 15
P: +386 1 239 00 00
E: info@cityhotel.si
www.cityhotel.si

www.visitljubljana.com

Hotel Emonec***
Rooms: 54 / Bed spaces: 102
Wolfova ulica 12
P: +386 1 200 15 20
E: hotelemonec@siol.net
www.hotel-emonec.com

Florjančkov Hram Hotel***
Rooms: 13 / Bed spaces: 22
Dunajska cesta 238
P: + 386 1 568 38 59
E: info@florjanckovhram.si
www.florjanckovhram.si

Lesar Hotel Angel***
Rooms: 12 / Bed spaces: 24
Gornji trg 7
P: +386 1 425 50 89
E: info@angelhotel.si
www.angelhotel.si

Hotel Ljubljana Resort***
Rooms: 60 / Bed spaces: 159
Dunajska cesta 270
P: +386 1 589 01 30
E: ljubljanaresort@epiceco-hotels.com
www.ljubljanaresort.si

M Hotel****
Rooms: 154 / Bed spaces: 224
Derčeva ulica 4
P: +386 1 513 70 00
E: info@m-hotel.si
www.m-hotel.si

Hotel Medno***
Rooms: 29 / Bed spaces: 57
Medno 54, Medno
P: +386 1 362 61 00
E: recepcija@hotel-medno.si
www.hotel-medno.si

Hotel Meksiko***
Rooms: 50 / Bed spaces: 96
Njegoševa cesta 6k
P: +386 1 200 90 90
E: info@hotel-meksiko.si
www.hotel-meksiko.si

B&B Hotel Ljubljana Park***
Rooms: 200 / Bed spaces: 350
Tabor 9
P: +386 1 300 25 00
E: indsales-ljubljana@hotelbb.com
www.hotelpark.si

Hotel Mrak***
Rooms: 36 / Bed spaces: 63
Rimska cesta 4
P: +386 1 421 96 00
E: hotelmrak@daj-dam.si
www.hotelmrak.si
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Hotel Stil***
Rooms: 44 / Bed spaces: 91
Litijska cesta 188
P: +386 1 548 43 43
E: hotel@hotel-stil.si
www.hotel-stil.si

Vander Urbani Resort****
Rooms: 16 / Bed spaces: 32
Krojaška ulica 6
P: +386 1 200 90 00
E: reception@vanderhotel.com
www.vanderhotel.com

Bit Center Hotel**
Rooms: 39 / Bed spaces: 78
Litijska cesta 57
P: +386 1 548 00 55
E: hotel@bit-center.net
www.bit-center.net

Hotels in region Central Slovenia

Grandvid Hotel****
Rooms: 26 / Bed spaces: 56
Dolenjska cesta 336, 1291 Lavrica
P: +386 1 360 22 00
E: info@grandvidhotel.si
www.grandvidhotel.si

Hotel & Casino Kongo****
Rooms: 40 / Bed spaces: 65
Ljubljanska cesta 65, 1290 Grosuplje
P: +386 1 781 01 00
E: info@kongo.si
www.kongo.si

Hotel Mantova****
Rooms: 22 / Bed spaces: 54
Cankarjev trg 6, 1360 Vrhnika
P: +386 1 755 75 24
E: info@mantova.si
www.mantova.si

Hotel Rakitna****
Rooms: 10 / Bed spaces: 26
Rakitna 150, 1351 Preserje
P: +386 1 365 01 92
E: effect.simenko@siol.net
www.effekt.si

Ambient Hotel***
Rooms: 70 / Bed spaces: 140
Aškerčeva cesta 6a, 1230 Domžale
P: +386 8 200 20 00
E: info@ambienthotels.si
www.ambienthotel.si

Hotel Kanu***
Rooms: 30 / Bed spaces: 60
Valburga 7, 1216 Smlednik
P: +386 1 352 70 11
E: hotel.kanu@siol.net
www.hotel-kanu.si

Hotel Krona***
Rooms: 23 / Bed spaces: 44
Ihanska cesta 2, 1230 Domžale
P: + 386 1 724 06 00
E: hotel.krona@siol.net
www.hotel-krona.com

Šport in wellness hotel Harmonija***
Rooms: 12 / Bed spaces: 30
Linhartova cesta 33, 1234 Mengeš
P: +386 1 729 66 50
E: recepcija@harmonija.eu
www.harmonija.eu

Terme Snovik
Apartments: 73 / Rooms: 30 /
Bed spaces: 221
Snovik 7, 1219 Laze v Tuhinju
P: +386 1 834 41 00
E: info@terme-snovik.si
www.terme-snovik.si
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U sefu l information

Time zone
Central European Time (GMT + 1)

Currency
Euro (since January 2007)

Language
Slovenian; many local residents speak
English, German and / or Italian.

Public holidays
1 and 2 January, 8 February, Easter Monday,
27 April, 1 and 2 May, 25 June, 15 August, 31
October, 1 November, 25 and 26 December

Weather
Slovenia has three distinct climate types:
continental, Alpine and sub-Mediterranean.
A good part of the country, including
Ljubljana, is characterized by a typical
European continental climate with warm,
dry summers and fairly cold winters, while
the coastal areas and the lowlands in the
south have a milder climate. Average
temperatures: July 21°C, January 0°C.

Electricity
The mains electricity in Slovenia is 230 V,
with a frequency of 50 Hz. Slovenia uses the
so-called European plug with the official
designation CEE 7/16. This is the plug used
in most other European countries.

Units of measurement
Metric – metres, kilometres, grams, kilograms.
Temperatures are expressed in degrees Celsius.

Telephone codes
• Country code: +386
• Ljubljana city code: 1
• International code when calling from
abroad: 00+county+city codes
• Slovenian area codes: 02 – Maribor,
02 - Murska Sobota, 03 – Celje,
03 – Trbovlje, 04 – Kranj, 05 – Koper,
05 - Nova Gorica, 07 - Novo mesto

Credit cards
Major credit cards are widely accepted
in all shops.

Important telephone numbers
• Police: 113
• Emergency Reporting Centre
(fire and rescue station): 112
• Police (anonymous crime reporting):
080 1200

• Ambulance & First Aid: 112
• Medical assistance: +386 (0)1 232 30 60
• Slovene Automobile Club (AMZS):
+386 (0)1 530 53 00
• Road emergency and towing service: 1987
• Information about telephone
subscribers in Slovenia: 1188
• Information about telephone
subscribers in other countries: 1180
• Precise time information: 195
• Wake up service: 198 10
• Operator-assisted domestic and
international calls: 115

Airport
Ljubljana Jože Pučnik Airport (25 km from
Ljubljana), Phone: +386 (0)1 206 10 00,
www.lju-airport.si

Airlines flying to/from Ljubljana
The airlines flying to and from Ljubljana
are: Adria Airways (the Airline of Slovenia),
AirSerbia, Air France, Montenegro Airlines,
easyJet, Lot Polish Airlines, Turkish Airlines,
Wizz Air and Finair. Check Ljubljana Airport
website (www.lju-airport.si) for timetable,
destinations and airline details.

Car hire
•

ABC Rent a Car d.o.o., Europcar Slovenia,
Celovška cesta 268 and City Hotel
Ljubljana, Dalmatinova 15,
www.europcar.si, T: +386 (0)59 070 500
also represents National-Alamo
• Atet, www.atet.si, Derčeva 4 (M Hotel),
T: +386 (01) 513 70 17
• Avis Rent-a-Car, www.avis.com,
Čufarjeva 2, T: +386 (01) 430 80 10
• Budget Car Rental,
www.budget- slovenia.com,
Miklošičeva 3 (Grand Hotel Union),
T: +386 (01) 421 73 40
• Hertz Rent a Car, www.hertz.si,
Trdinova 9, T: +386 (01) 434 01 47
• National Rent a Car,
www.nationalcar-slovenia.com,
Dunajska 140, T: +386 (01) 589 08 50
• Sixt, www.sixt.si, Trg OF 5,
T: +386 (01) 234 46 50
Note: all the above car rental companies
have offices at the Jože Pučnik Ljubljana
Airport, too

Parking in Ljubljana
Parking spaces are marked with a white line.
Each street has a signboard denoting the

permitted duration of parking. The parking
fee is paid with a parking ticket, which can
be obtained from parking machines that are
widespread in the downtown area. Parking
is restricted to a maximum of two hours in
the inner city centre.

Tour buses
Tour buses carrying groups of visitors to
Ljubljana can avail themselves of the city’s
network of drop-off and pick-up points and
bus parking areas for day parking. After
the passengers have been dropped off in
the city centre and taken on a sightseeing
tour, the tour bus can park for several hours
at the Tivoli I car park or the covered bus
parking area at the Stožice Sports Park.
List of coach drop-off and pick-up points
(free parking):
• Streliška ulica (N 46° 02’ 52.1’’ / E 14°
30’ 48.3’’): up to 4 coaches, parking
limit 5 minutes
• Miklošičeva cesta (N 46° 03’ 20.4 ‘’ / E
14° 30’ 27.6’’): up to 2 coaches, parking
limit 5 minutes
• Vilharjeva cesta (N 46° 03’ 35.1’’ / E 14°
30’ 34.7’’): up to 4 coaches, parking
limit 5 minutes
• List of coach parks:
• Center Stožice P+R (N 46° 04’ 45.9’’ / E
14° 31’ 27.9’’): up to 40 coaches, parking
fee €2.40 per hour (7:00−19:00 daily),
free at night
• Tivoli I (N 46° 03’ 33.0 ‘’ / E 14° 29’
54.5’’): up to 7 coaches, parking fee
€4.80 per hour (6:00−20:00 daily), free
at night
• Bratislavska cesta (N 46° 04’ 13.1’’ / E 14°
32’ 59.6’’): up to 17 coaches, parking is free
• P+R Dolgi most (N 46° 02’ 11.6’’ / E 14° 27’
50.7’’): up to 7 coaches, parking is free
• Ljubljana Bus Station (N 46° 03’ 28.1’’
/ E 14° 30’ 28.5’’): up to 7 coaches,
parking fee €30.00 per day, advance
booking is required, phone +386 (0)1 23
44 625, prometna@ap-ljubljana.si

Emergency medical services
• For rescue and emergency services call 112
• 24-hour emergency GP services for
adults are provided by the Emergency
Unit of the Ljubljana University Medical
Centre, entrance from the Bohoričeva
ulica street, Phone: +386 (0)1 522 46 46

www.visitljubljana.com

Duty dentist

Day hours
• 7:00–19:00 Monday to Saturday (all
Ljubljana Community Health Centres)
• 8:00–16:00 Sunday and public holidays,
Central Ljubljana Community Health
Centre, Metelkova ulica 9.

The holders of the Ljubljana Tourist Card
can enjoy 24-hour free access to the
WiFree Ljubljana network.

ATMs
You can withdraw cash 24 hours a day
from most of the ATMs around Ljubljana
and Slovenia using the MasterCard, Visa,
Maestro, Cirrus and Visa Electron Plus
cards. In addition to cash withdrawals,
many ATMs offer other types of services.

Late-night hours
Central Ljubljana Community Health
Centre, Metelkova ulica 9,
T: +386 (0)1 472 37 18 (21:00–4:00 daily)

Wireless access to the websites owned by
the City Municipality of Ljubljana, including
the Visit Ljubljana tourist website, is free
for everyone through the WiFree Ljubljana
network for an unlimited period of time.
To access the city’s free wireless internet
network, visit the WiFree Ljubljana website.
www.wifreeljubljana.si

Duty pharmacy

Ljubljana Card

The Lekarna pri Polikliniki duty pharmacy
is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week,
Njegoševa cesta 6k,
T: +386 (0)1 230 61 00

The Ljubljana Card entitles you to free
admission to 19+ attractions, unlimited free
travel on city buses, a regular guided tour of
the city, 24-hour access to WiFree Ljubljana,
the city’s wireless internet network, a free
tourist boat cruise, and a free funicular and
tourist road train ride to Ljubljana Castle.

Mobile network

Public toilets

Purchase of a SIM card and mobile
telephone

Petrol stations
Petrol stations open 24 hours per day:
Dunajska 130, Tivolska 43, Šmartinska 130,
Celovška 226, Tržaška 130,
Cesta dveh cesarjev 71, Zaloška 60 a

Public transport
Those wishing to travel on Ljubljana city
buses, operated by the Ljubljanski potniški
promet (LPP) public utility company,
should purchase the Urbana public
transport card. The Urbana card is available
from LPP ticket offices, tourist information
centres and most of the city’s newspaper
kiosks, news-stands and post offices.
The card is priced at €2.00 and can store up
to €50.00 of credit to be spent on city bus
fares. A single journey fare is €1.20. It covers
an up to 90-minute journey regardless of
the number of bus changes required to
reach the destination. The LPP bus service
network is divided into three zones. The
entire city area is within the LPP Zone 1.
Visitors to Ljubljana who purchase their
Urbana card from a Tourist Information
Centre and keep the receipt can return the
card to the place of purchase when they no
longer need it and claim a €2.00 refund.

WI-FI
The WiFree Ljubljana wireless network
allows visitors to Ljubljana city centre to
use free wireless internet for up to 60
minutes a day.

Public toilets at the Ljubljana Railway
Station and within the city centre are free.
You can find public toilets below most
of Ljubljana’s bridges and in a number of
other locations. Most of the toilets have
access for persons of limited mobility.

Value added tax refund
Numerous shops advertising “Tax-Free
Shopping” in their windows make it
possible for visitors from non-European
Union countries to receive a refund of value
added tax paid on a minimum of 50 euros
worth of goods purchased in a single shop
within a single day on condition that the
goods are taken outside the country within
three months from the purchase date.

Bringing in cash
If you are a citizen of an EU Member State,
there are no restrictions on bringing cash
into Slovenia, but if you are a citizen of
another country you may bring a maximum
of 10,000 euros in cash. Larger amounts
must be declared to customs officials.

Banks opening times
Monday to Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Some
banks close their offices at noon for one
hour.
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Changing money
Changing money is possible at banks,
exchange offices, hotel receptions, tourist
agencies, petrol stations and major
shopping centres.

The two most developed networks are
those of Mobitel and Simobil. These are
also Slovenia’s largest mobile operators.
As in other European countries, the GSM
mobile phones operate at the frequencies
of 900 MHz and 1800 MHz.

If you are coming from the countries where
your mobile operator charges a high
price for calls to and from Slovenia and
you intend to call phone numbers within
Slovenia, maybe it would be better to
instead buy a Slovenian SIM card or even a
prepaid phone. The offer is wide. You can
buy a SIM card or prepaid telephone for as
little as 10 EUR.

Radio channels
Current information in the English and
German languages are broadcast by
Radio Si - Radio Slovenia International
(FM 91.1, 93.4, 102.8), the first and only
foreign language radio channel operating
within the RTV Slovenia. Information in
foreign languages is also broadcast by all
three channels of Radio Slovenia, which
is a national public radio station. They are
Radio Slovenia 1, Radio Slovenia 2 – Val
202, and Radio Slovenia 3 – Ars.
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TI C, TO s & DM Cs

Tourist Information Centres in Ljubljana, managed by Ljubljana Tourism
Ljubljana Tourist Information Centre - TIC

Slovenian Tourist Information Centre - STIC

Information and tourism publications (brochures, maps, events
calendars, tourism literature) on Ljubljana and Slovenia • Ljubljana
Card • Regular and pre-booked sightseeing tours, tourist train
rides, boat tours • Booking of accommodation and tours/
excursions • Tickets for cultural, entertainment, sports and other
events • TIC Ljubljana Souvenir Shop - specialized shop within the
TIC premises (more on page 44).

Information on Slovenia’s tourism offer and events taking place
in Ljubljana and tourist localities across the country • Ljubljana
Card • Booking of accommodation and excursions in Ljubljana
and across the country • Tickets for cultural, entertainment,
sports and other events • Internet corner • Bike hire •
On Wednesdays during the summer months, STIC welcomes
foreigners wanting to learn Slovenian as a foreign language.

Opening hours
• 1 October - 31 May: daily 8:00-19:00.
• 1 June - 30 September: daily from 8:00 to 21:00

Opening hours
• 1 October - 31 May: Monday to Friday 8:00-19:00,
Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays 9:00-17:00
• 1 June - 30 September: daily from 8:00-21:00

Adamič-Lundrovo nabrežje 2, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 306 12 15
tic@visitljubljana.si

Krekov trg 10, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 306 45 75
stic@visitljubljana.si

A selection of incoming specialists - Tour Operators and DMCs
ABC Rent-a-car & Tourism

M&M Turist

Slovenia Explorer

Celovška 268, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 59 070 510
info@abc-tourism.si
www.abc-tourism.si

Šmartinska 152, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 244 25 30
info@mm-turist.si
www.mmturist.si

Celovška 69c, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 40 555 656
info@slovenia-explorer.com
www.slovenia-explorer.com

Argonavt

Palma

Intours DMC

Sinja Gorica 11, SI-1360 Vrhnika
+386 1 750 43 64
info@argonavt.si
www.argonavt.si

Lilekova 5, SI-3000 Celje
+386 51 380 838
klicni.center@palma.si
www.plama.si

Breg 10, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 430 35 50
info@intours-dmc.si
www.intours-dmc.com

Ekorna Travel

Renee Tours Incoming & DMC

Liberty Adriatic

Devinska 1, si-1000 Ljubljana
+386 8 200 25 70
info@ekorna.net
www.ekorna.com

Rožna dolina c. XVII/15, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+ 386 1 423 57 42
info@renee.si, info@slovenia-dmc.si
www.reneetours.si

Dunajska 109, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 232 11 71
adriatic@liberty-int.com
www.liberty-adriatic.com

Happy Tours - Privilegium Slovenia

Roundabout

DT Slovenia

Breznikova 15, SI-1230 Domžale
+386 5 907 82 00
info@happytours.eu
www.happytours.eu

Pot Draga Jakopica 6, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 810 99 15
info@roundabout.si
www.travel-slovenia.com

Vošnjakova 3, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 620 96 54
slovenia@euromic.com
www.dt-slovenia.com

Imperial Travel

Relax

Tavčarjeva 5, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 239 16 00
expert@imperial.si
www.imperial-travel.si

Meža 10, SI-2370 Dravograd
+386 2 87 70 223
info@relax.si
www.relax.si

Kompas d.d.

Promet T&T

Dunajska 117, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 200 63 00
info@kompas-online.net
www.kompas-online.net

Celovška 73, SI-1000 Ljubljana
+386 1 519 35 11
info@promet-tt.si
www.promet-tt.si

Ljubljana on social
networks
Connect to Ljubljana
Tourism via social
networks and follow our
activities on the internet.
Follow us on:

www.facebook.com/visitljubljana
www.pinterest.com/visitljubljana/
twitter.com/visitljubljana
www.youtube.com/user/TourismLjubljana
www.instagram.com/visitljubljana/
plus.google.com/+ljubljana

