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Beautiful Ljubljana 

Ljubljana is a city that will surprise you and exceed your expectations. It is indeed a unique 
place: small in size, but huge in its hospitality and quality of life. If you take a look from 
Ljubljana Castle’s viewing tower, you soon realize that nature surrounds you. Ljubljana echoes 
the surrounding nature, learns from it, but most of all respects it. Numerous changes have 
happened in a short period, which is one of the reasons Ljubljana has become European Green 
Capital 2106. This prestigious title from the European Commission is a great honor and the 
highest recognition of our efforts to reach the primary goal of ensuring a high quality of life for 
our citizens in a beautiful and healthy environment.

The city centre, now open only to pedestrians, cyclists and Kavalir (electric-powered vehicles) is 
like a big living room and a cultural and social setting, while former degraded areas have been 
transformed into numerous parks, green spaces and playgrounds, where citizens relax and 
socialize. Welcome to the city where green is at home.

Why is Ljubljana a green capital?
• According to the Vision Ljubljana 2025, the city

will become the ideal, sustainable place, with a 
cosmopolitan character and a modern image.

• We have, in the words of European Commission, 
succeeded at making most changes in the right 
direction in the shortest period of time.

• Almost ¾ of the city are green areas.

• We protect and preserve the city’s green identity.

• We are successful in implementing and
encouraging sustainable mobility.



• With the comprehensive renovation of the 
embankments and construction of bridges for 
pedestrians and cyclists, as well as new riverboat piers, 
the whole area along the Ljubljanica riverbanks in the 
city centre has become a central point for social events. 

• To date, by closing the centre to all motorized vehicles, 
the pedestrian areas cover more than 100.000 m².

• Kavalir (Slovenian word Kavalir means gentleman 
in English) electric-powered vehicles operate free 
of charge in the city centre. Besides people having 
difficulties walking and accessing the city centre, 
Kavalir vehicles are also popular among tourists and 
passers-by. 

• Ljubljana has become a city of cycling. Situated on 
a plain, it is ideal for everyday cycling. Since 2011, 
Ljubljana’s citizens and visitors can hire bicycles 
through the very popular self-service bike-sharing 
system Bicike(LJ). It has seen more than 3 million 
journeys in its first four years of operation.

• Ljubljana is one of the very few European capitals 
that can boast drinking water that is not treated with 
technological processes.

• During the warm months, citizens and visitors can drink 
water from public water fountains, which can be found 
by smart phones application Tap Water Ljubljana. Water 
from these fountains is controlled and thus completely 
safe. Put it in a bottle or cool your face.

• We were celebrating the 125th anniversary of Ljubljana‘s 
water distribution network beginnings in 2015.

Green for the people

Local transport Drinking water

• Ljubljana has as much as 542 m² of public green 
areas per inhabitant. Most citizens have access to 
green public areas within 300 m of their home.

• Between 2009 and 2016, Ljubljana built new parks 
and other green areas, resulting in an increase of 80 
ha in green public areas in the city.

• We have changed the degraded land into high 
quality green areas.

• We have established new outdoor recreational 
areas (equipped with fitness devices).



• Ljubljana is the European capital with the largest 
share of separately collected waste (65% in 2015) and 
the first European capital to be part of the Zero Waste 
Europe network with a Zero Waste Strategy. In the 
last ten years, the quantity of separately collected 
waste has increased from 16 to 145 kg per citizen. 

• Ljubljana implements a door-to-door collection of 
four types of waste (packaging, paper, organic waste 
and mixed waste), while in the city centre efficient 
and much neater waste collection is provided through 
underground collection units.  Our system is an 
inspiration to other European countries.

• More than 46% of the city area is covered by native 
forests.

• 20% of Ljubljana’s area has a nature protection status.

• There are four landscape parks in the city area:

- Rožnik, Tivoli and Šišenski Hill Landscape Park, 
which lies very close to the city centre. The park is 
very popular among citizens because it provides a 
perfect spot for recreation and a place to relax and 
get back to nature. We have set up a land of birds 
called Tičistan at Tivoli Park, equipped with bird 
feeders, nesting boxes and vegetation. Birds are 
provided with food and shelter.

- Ljubljana Marsh Landscape Park, which covers as 
much as 135km². Its main characteristics are the 
endless mosaic of meadows, open woodlands, fields, 
ditches and hedges. The Ljubljana Marsh has a special 
place in history – in 2002 archaeologists found there 
the remains of a 5200 year old wooden wheel with 
an axle that is considered the oldest wooden wheel 
in the world. The prehistoric pile-dwellings on the 
Ljubljana Marsh were listed as a UNESCO Heritage 
Site in 2011. Apart from that, it is well known for its 
extraordinary biodiversity and as one of the few 
surviving natural ecosystems of its kind in Europe.

- Zajčja Dobrava Landscape Park, is the oldest 
among landscape parks with its natural lowland 
forest

- Polhov Gradec Dolomites Landscape Park is proud 
of its rich biodiversity and endemic species.

• The Castle Hill and the Botanical Garden, one of the 
oldest in Europe are also protected.

• The Path of Remembrance and Comradeship is the 
longest circular tree-lined city avenue, with more 
than 7,000 trees along 34 kilometers. It is a popular 
running and walking route but also a memorial to the 
suffering of Ljubljana‘s citizens during World War II.

• Experts have counted 161 bird species in Ljubljana, of 
which 86 are Red List threatened species.

• The citizens of Ljubljana are given the playful nickname 
of “Žabarji” – “frog people” – by some people from 
other parts of Slovenia, probably because frogs croak 
merrily in the Ljubljana Marsh, Tivoli and Rožnik 
parks and near watercourses. This is good news since 
amphibians are a bio-indicator of clean and healthy 
environment.

Waste management

Biodiversity



Green tours in Ljubljana 
Ljubljana, European
Green Capital 2016 –
guided tours 

Get to know Ljubljana, the European 
Green Capital 2016, on a special city tour 
run as part of series of twelve green, 
sustainability-themed tours of Ljubljana.
The tours will take visitors to Tivoli Park 
or the Ljubljana Botanic Garden, two of 
the city’s major green attractions. On 
each tour, a Ljubljana Tourism guide will 
introduce visitors to the sustainability 
projects that earned Ljubljana the 
prestigious European Green Capital 2016 
title while taking them around the city’s 
green nooks and crannies.
Join us on any of the monthly tour dates 
for 2016 and explore one of the different 
aspects of Ljubljana’s sustainable 
development.

Schedule: Every third Saturday of the 
month at 10:00.
Duration: Two hours.
Starting point: Ljubljana Tourist. 
Information Centre (TIC), next to the 
Triple Bridge.
Language options: Slovene, English.
Price: Adults 10,00 EUR, children  
(4-12 years) 5,00 EUR.

All the treasures 
of Tivoli Park

Explore Tivoli Park, Ljubljana’s largest 
parkland area, stretching right into the 
city centre, and discover its natural, 
cultural, and historical treasures.
Your guide will take you along the course 
of a former promenade leading from 
the central Prešernov trg square up the 
Čopova ulica and Cankarjeva ulica streets 
and past the opera building, the National 
Gallery, the National Museum, and the 
Orthodox Church to Tivoli Park. Your first 
destination in the park will be Tičistan 
(Bird’s Home), a nesting site for birds 
where you can also spot squirrels. You 
will continue towards the Cekin Mansion 
and along the Jesenko Forest Trail to the 
Tivoli Mansion, take a walk down the 
iconic Jakopič Promenade, and visit the 
Tivoli Rosarium, where a rose cultivar 
known as the Ljubljana rose is growing. 
Your tour will end in the park’s pleasant 
green fishpond area, next to a popular 
café called Čolnarna.

Schedule: 1 to 31 August 2016: Fridays and 
Sundays at 18:00.
Duration: Two hours. 
Starting point: Ljubljana Tourist. 
Information Centre (TIC), next to the 
Triple Bridge.
Language options: Slovene, English.
Price: 10,00 EUR, children (4-12 years), 
5,00 EUR.

Ljubljana, 
a green city

Ljubljana boasts remarkable amounts of 
carefully preserved areas and scenic spots 
amid urban surrounding. This guided tour 
gives you an opportunity to explore some 
of the most beautiful ones.
First, you will take the funicular to 
Ljubljana Castle, where you will visit 
the Chapel of St George and the castle 
ramparts. After exploring the castle hill’s 
scenic walking paths and making a stop at 
the Šance lookout point, you will continue 
along a forest trail to reach the Ljubljana 
Botanic Garden, whose history goes back 
to 1810 and is we ll-known for its huge 
assemblage of plant species. Following a 
garden tour and a visit to the revamped 
Špica embankment on the nearby river 
Ljubljanica, you will take an electric road 
train or tourist boat ride to the Town Hall 
and end your tour with a short walk to the 
central Prešernov trg square.

Schedule: The tour is available by prior 
arrangement.
Duration: Three hours.
The tour is available for groups. It 
requires a minimum of five people to run.
Starting point: Will be agreed on booking.
Language options: Available in 18 
languages.
Prices: 15,00 EUR – 35,00 EUR per person.

The price includes: Expert guidance in 
the language of your choice, funicular 
ride to Ljubljana Castle, electric road 
train or tourist boat ride from the Špica 
embankment to the Town Hall.



www.visitljubljana.com
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Tivoli Park and Rožnik 
– the green lungs of Ljubljana

Explore Tivoli Park, Ljubljana’s largest parkland area, stretching 
right into the city centre, and take an interesting hike to the 
Cankarjev vrh peak on the nearby Rožnik hill.
On this guided tour, you will see all the attractions of Tivoli Park 
such as the Jakopič Promenade, the Tivoli Mansion and the Cekin 
Mansion (each housing a museum), and Tičistan (Bird’s Home), a 
nesting site for birds where you can also spot squirrels. You will 
continue along Jesenko Forest Trail to reach the top of the Rožnik 
hill and treat yourself to a typical Ljubljana snack. After a short 
rest, you will return to Tivoli Park and visit its rose garden, where 
a rose cultivar known as the Ljubljana rose is grown.

Schedule: The tour is available by prior arrangement.
Duration: Four hours.
The tour is available for groups. It requires a minimum of five 
people to run.
Starting point: Will be agreed on booking.
Language options: Available in 18 languages.
Prices: 16,00 – 30,00 EUR per person.

Exploring Ljubljana 
by  bicycle

Explore Ljubljana on a guided tour led by specially qualified 
guides. Riding a bicycle is one of the best ways to get around 
the European Green Capital 2016. The tour, beginning in the city 
centre, which is closed to motor traffic, takes you along the river 
Ljubljanica embankments and around Tivoli Park, giving you an 
opportunity to enjoy picturesque city centre views and get plenty 
of fresh air in Ljubljana’s largest park.

Schedule: 1 April to 31 October 16:00 Thursdays and 10:00 Sundays.
Other times can be arranged for grups of more than 10 people by 
prior request. 
Duration: Three hours.
Starting point: STIC, Krekov trg 10.
Language options: Slovene, English.
Price: 20,00 EUR, children (2-12 years) 10,00 EUR.

Point.For you.

Ljubljana European Green Capital Info 
Point is situated in front of the City Hall 
and is open daily, from 10:00 to 18:00 in 
winter, and two hours longer in summer, 
that is, till 20:00. Every day a diverse 
program with monthly themes of the 
green year is offered accompanied by 
numerous workshops.

Ljubljana Tourist Information Centre –TIC
Stritarjeva ulica, SI-1000 Ljubljana
Tel: +386 1 306 12 15
tic@visitljubljana.si

www.visitljubljana.com

Do you need  more information?


