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Ljubljana is a lovely Central European 
city with a population of less than 
300,000. A traveller taking a walk 
through its picturesque old city centre 
at the foot of a castle-topped hill can 
hardly believe that it is the capital 
of Slovenia. Its streets are not 
crowded, it is not noisy, and wherever 
you turn there is a park, a bunch of 

trees or a green. And yet Ljubljana has 
everything a modern European capital 
should have. Even more, it sees its 
smallness as a big advantage – both 
for those living in the city and those 
visiting. They all feel safe and cosy in 
Ljubljana and together they create an 
ambience of relaxed friendliness.

Above: Ljubljana Castle, originally a 
medieval castle dating back to the  
9th century, and the city centre below.



Ljubljana is a riverside city so living 
there means crossing bridges all the 
time. The city centre alone has more 
than ten bridges and some of them 
are true architectural gems – a kind 
of squares above water. The history 
of Ljubljana’s bridges goes 
back to the time when the Roman 
city of Emona stood on the site of the 
present Ljubljana. In the middle ages, 
when the city expanded from the 
shelter of the castle hill to the other 
side of the river, it had two bridges 
full of little shops that attracted 
the townspeople. Today’s Ljubljana 
bridges, densely scattered along 
the old city centre, are picturesque 
promenades above the river and one 
of the reasons why the locals have 
developed the habit of coming to 
the city centre not only for shopping 
and running errands, but simply for a 
leisurely walk.

Right: The unusual Triple Bridge, one of the 
architect Jože Plečnik’s most recognizable 
works in Ljubljana.







The fact that Ljubljana takes the 
breath away from visitors and makes 
a beautiful setting for the everyday 
life of its residents is to a large extent 
owing to the architect Jože Plečnik 
(1872-1957), who rose to fame in 
Vienna and Prague and, back in his 
home city, created one of the 20th 
century’s most prominent total works 
of art, the so called Plečnik’s 
Ljubljana. His interventions in 

the city’s streets, parks, bridges and 
embankments, made in the spirit of 
his symbolism-packed architectura 
perennis, eternal architecture for 
future generations, resulted in a 
unique fusion of the old and the new, 
the urban and the natural. The whole 
he created reflects two thousand 
years of the city’s history while 
offering good living here and now.

Left: Architect Jože Plečnik’s desk.

Above: The staircase of Plečnik’s National 
and University Library. Clad in black 
marble, it symbolizes the ascent from 
the darkness of ignorance to the light of 
knowledge.



Ljubljana is an unusually green city, 
full of trees, greens and 
parks. When the architect Plečnik 
took on the landscaping of its river 
embankments in the first half of the 
last century, he even found a way to 
plant trees on bridges. He also made 
an intervention in the city’s largest 
park, the even then over a hundred 
year old Tivoli. By landscaping the 

famous Jakopič Promenade, now a 
large outdoor gallery, he connected 
the park to the city centre and 
brought closer to the residents the 
endless kilometres of walking paths 
through Tivoli and up Rožnik, one 
of the city’s three forested hills. In 
Ljubljana one really doesn’t have to go 
far to enjoy a relaxing walk in nature.

Above: Tivoli park’s Jakopič Promenade, 
landscaped by the architect Jože Plečnik.

Right: Library under Trees, operating in 
several of Ljubljana’s parks during the 
warm months.







Ljubljanians love to socialize. While 
running errands in the city centre, 
they meet for coffee, have a quick 
chat, and off they go again. In the 
afternoons they like to bask in the 
sun and chat over a glass of beer, 
preferably somewhere by the river 
in the old city centre. They like to 
eat well and with good food, either 
traditional Slovenian or international, 

they love a glass of premium wine 
from one of the several wine regions 
of Slovenia. They also have a thing 
about getting together for a drink 
after Saturday morning shopping at 
the central market, when the usually 
vibrant embankments along 
Ljubljana’s green river attract huge 
crowds from all over the city.

Above: Chef Janez Bratovž, whose 
Ljubljana restaurant has been placed 
on the S.Pellegrino World’s 50 Best 
Restaurants list.

Left: Riverfront bars and restaurants with 
views of the river and the city, densely 
scattered along the Cankarjevo nabrežje 
embankment.



Above: Fashion designers Urška and 
Tomaž Draž, who started to make their 
distinctively styled unique handmade 
knitwear as a hobby.

Right: The interior of one of Ljubljana’s 
cafés

Ljubljana is a pretty city so it is not 
strange that Ljubljanians care about 
what they wear. For several years 
now Ljubljana has had a number of 
successful fashion designers whose 
recognizable style has brought them 
renown at home and abroad and 
convinced even the most finicky 
Ljubljanians to show off their creations 

in the streets and at countless social 
events held in the city. The desire 
for beauty is also reflected in 
the interior decoration of Ljubljana’s 
places to eat and drink, which try to 
attract their nicely dressed guests 
with all kinds of stylistic solutions 
that make coffee smell nicer and food 
taste better.





Within a few minutes easy walking 
distance of the vibrant city centre 
embankments it is possible to 
descend all the way to Ljubljana’s 
green river, the Ljubljanica. There are 
no restaurants and bars there, but the 
embankment is lively nevertheless. Its 
stone terraces, renovated to designs 
by the architect Jože Plečnik, who 
saw the connection between 
the city and the river as an 
important element of the residents’ 
quality of life, attract walkers at all 
seasons of the year. During the warm 
months they are a popular gathering 
place for youngsters and people in 
love. The water running past there 
towards the city centre carries along 
with it peace, joy and vital energy.

Right: Stone terraces along the Trnovski 
pristan embankment, a small tile in the 
mosaic of Plečnik’s Ljubljana.







Above: Architects Vasa J. Perović and 
Matija Bevk, winners of one of the two 
prestigious biennial awards for excellence 
in architecture handed out by the Mies 
van der Rohe Foundation on behalf of the 
European Union.

Left: Stožice Sports Park Stadium, built 
in 2010 to designs by the architects Jurij 
Sadar and Boštjan Vuga.

Over the last two decades, since 
becoming the capital of an 
independent state, Ljubljana has 
been well aware of the importance of 
efforts towards beautifying the city 
and preserving its rich architectural 
heritage. The city government has 
been systematically supporting 
city beautification projects, 
landscaping public spaces, renovating 

old buildings and restoring cultural 
monuments. At the same time it 
has been trying to assign important 
construction projects to architects 
whose work reflects sensitivity to 
the urban context, a feel for creating 
lasting beauty, a keen sense of 
material, and an eye for detail. May 
Ljubljana be a beautiful city also in the 
future.



Due to its geographical position 
at the crossroads of the Germanic, 
Mediterranean and South Slavic 
worlds, Ljubljana has always been at 
the confluence of different 
cultures. Throughout its history it 
has been home to sensitive individuals 
able to assimilate and absorb different 
influences and create works of art 
reflecting the European zeitgeist 
of their time. One of them was the 

poet France Prešeren (1800-1849), 
who was not appreciated in his time, 
yet his poems can compare with 
the great works of Romantic poetry. 
Another fondly remembered resident 
of Ljubljana is the Venetian sculptor 
Francesco Robba (1698-1757), who 
spent most of his life in Ljubljana and 
left behind some of the city’s most 
beautiful monuments of Baroque art.

Above: Monument to the poet France 
Prešeren in Ljubljana’s central square, 
named after him.

Right: Francesco Robba’s Fountain 
of Three Carniolan Rivers, displayed 
in the atrium of the National Gallery. 
Its replica stands in front of the Town 
Hall.







Ljubljana is making a name for itself 
as an attractive conference 
destination. Its many new and 
renovated venues host scientific and 
business events attracting experts 
from around the world. Participants 
and organizers agree that Ljubljana 
is easy to get around and that its 
key locations are within easy walking 
distance from one another. Apart from 

praising Ljubljana’s charming old city 
centre, which they experience as an 
elegant lounge, they also point out 
the broad scope of the city’s offerings, 
people’s friendliness, safety, and the 
proximity and diversity of the sights 
of Slovenia, which provide attractive 
settings for team-building activities 
and incentive trips.

Above: Preparation of an event in one of 
the halls of Ljubljana Castle.

Left: Grand Hotel Union’s Union Hall, 
considered to be one of the most beautiful 
conference halls in Ljubljana.



Ljubljana has a vibrant cultural life. 
Its audiences can be seen as very 
discerning, in terms of both the 
quality and the diversity and quantity 
of events. The city’s small size just 
doesn’t count in this case. Ljubljana 
is particularly renowned for its music, 
performing arts and film festivals. It 
seems to be turning into a festival 
city which doesn’t attract only 

renowned international artists, but 
also international audiences. A large 
number of prestigious cultural events 
are moving from institutional venues 
to the city’s picturesque streets, 
squares and bridges, where they can 
reach the broadest audience and turn 
into a way of life and socializing in the 
city.

Above: Dancers and choreographers Mojca 
Uršič and Mitja Popovski, co-creators of 
a large number of dance shows as part 
of various festivals held in the streets of 
Ljubljana.

Right: Scene from a show as part of the 
Ana Desetnica international street theatre 
festival.







Above: Tone Pavček, a multi-awarded poet 
for children, young people and adults, a 
renowned essayist, a masterly translator, 
and an honorary citizen of Ljubljana.

Left: Absorbed in reading.

Ljubljana is the capital of a state 
which has one of the highest numbers 
of book releases per capita in the 
world. Throughout the year it hosts 
events related to books and the 
culture of reading, from story hours 
for children and literary evenings to 
book fairs and international literary 
festivals, several of them held in the 

streets and parks. Books have become 
so deeply intertwined with the life of 
the city that it is no wonder that in 
2010 Ljubljana was the tenth city in 
the world to hold Unesco’s World 
Book Capital title. Now it 
is trying to win Unesco’s City of 
Literature title, which has so far only 
been granted to three cities.



Above: Internationally renowned music 
group Laibach, well known for its 
alternative stance and provocative critique 
of the social system. 

Right: Detail from the façade of a former 
army barracks building, now part of 
Metelkova mesto, Ljubljana’s largest 
alternative culture centre.

Ljubljana is pervaded by a free, 
youthful spirit. Its youth 
subcultures, which go side by side 
with high culture, found their space 
in the city and turned abandoned 
barracks and factory premises into 
vibrant centres of alternative culture. 
In less than twenty years since the 
squatting of the premises, the largest 

of them has grown into one of 
Ljubljana’s strongest cultural centres. 
Its daily programme of concerts, 
club nights, exhibitions, lectures and 
workshops makes it one of the largest 
providers of cultural events in the 
city, and its visual appearance, which 
is in a process of constant change, a 
beautiful detail in the city mosaic.







In the streets of Ljubljana one 
can always see surprisingly large 
numbers of young people. That is 
because Ljubljana is Slovenia’s largest 
university city, attracting 
students from all over the country. The 
members of various youth cultures 
and subcultures contribute to the 
city’s lively and relaxed atmosphere, 

bring new perspectives, give rise to 
fresh ideas, and co-create a society 
in which diversity, the freedom of 
choice and tolerance are fundamental 
values. Just like its young residents, 
the city grows and develops, striving 
for sustainable development in order 
to provide a good life also for future 
generations.

Above: Young people of Ljubljana in one 
of the parks in the vicinity of the main 
building of the University of Ljubljana.

Left: The Girl with the Growing Book 
statue, which grows two centimetres 
each year to symbolize the value of the 
expansion of knowledge and all-round 
education.



Published by: Ljubljana Tourism 
Design execution: Studio DTS 
Photos by: Branko Cvetkovič, Žiga Čebašek, 
Boris Gadnik, Barbara Jakše & Stane Jeršič, 
Miha Kerin, Bogdan Kladnik, Aldo Pavan, 
David Silpa, Philip Sinden, Dunja Wedam 
Text and translation by: Patricija Fajon
Printed by: Littera picta d.o.o., June 2011
Print run: 1,000 copies
 

Front cover: Rear façade of the famous 
market halls at the Ljubljana Central Market, 
designed by the architect Jože Plečnik.
Back cover: Detail from Ljubljana’s Dragon 
Bridge.

www.visitljubljana.si

Committed to caring for the environment, we print on recycled paper.
Share our commitment by sharing this publication with your friends.






